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I N a hiſtory, like that of the Romans, which diſ- 
plays more the glory and brilliancy of character than 
a regular detail of events only to be given where 
the government is ſyſtematic; we thought bio- 
graphy was beſt calculated to convey an account of 


| this diſtinguiſhed people. There being fo few 


reigns, and ſo many revolutions in the Roman 
Hiſtory, was another reaſon for adopting the mode 
of ranging the hiſtorical facts under the heads of thoſe 
individuals to whom they moſt referred, or who had 
the greateſt concern in them. To PruraR c and 
SUsr@Niys We we equally indebted for the authority 
1 | of 


i . 


of a conſiderable part of what we here relate, as well 
as for their ſanction of the form we have choſen, 
Therefore we flatter ourſelves by having thus directed 
the attention of our readers to the many illuſtrious 
ſoldiers, citizens, and ſtateſmen, with which the Ro. 
man ſtate abounded ; that the facts related under each 
will not only more eaſily and deeply impreſs the me- 
mory—but illuſtrate thoſe claſſical and learned works 
that make, in every part of them, theſe diſtinguiſhed 
characters the ſubject of cheir praiſe or comment, 


In this brief ſyſtem of biography we have taken the 
greateſt care to trace the revolutions of the government 
with perſpicuity ; and the chronology of the events 
with. accuracy. | 


In a work of ſo limitted a nature, and where fa. 
many circumſtances were indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 

relate, we have always preferred giving fafts to la- 
boured reflections. But not to render our work ſo un- 
intereſting 
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intereſting as it'would have been, had it contained no 
opinion, ſentiment, or reflection; we have given each 
of theſe whenever the circumſtance required it—altho? 
we have confined them to a ſingle expreſſion, leſt we 
ſhould treſpaſs on matter more neceſſary for the in- 
formation of our readers. 


Tus revolutions that are particularly traced in this 
biography are: 


IJ. Tux eſtabliſhment and deſtruction of the regal 
Nate, which began with Rowurvs, B. C. 753. 
and ended with Tazgvix, B. C. 538. 


I. Tas Conſulſhip, or Republican Government, 
which continued without any alteration from 
B. C. 308, until the firſt dictator was choſen, 
B. C. 49. 


III. Tas Dictatorſhip, which continued the chief 
authority, with ſome few intermiſſions, from 
B 2 B. C. 
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B. C. 493, until the Decemviri were choſen to 
form a body of laws for the common-wealth, 


B. C. 451- 


IV. Tas Decemviri, who continued their power 
contrary to the firſt inſtitution, until their in- 
tolerable tyrany cauſed their power to be de- 
ſtroyed, B. C. 430. 


V. The Supreme Power, which begun with Jur1vs 
Cx$ar, B. C. 59, and ended with his aſſaſſina- 


nation, B. C. 44. 


VI. Taz Emperial Power, which begun with Av- 
cusTvus, B. C. 27, and ended with Aveusrtu- 
Lus, A. D. 476. 


* 


As the Roman money is frequently mentioned in 
all hiſtories that relate to this people, we have annexed 
a ſhort account of the ſpecie, with its ſterling value. 


ROMAN 
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ROMAN HISTORY. 


— 


Tur: REGAL GOVERNMENT. 


AGM VS. 


Rows was the firſt king of the Romans. He 
was the ſon of Ruz x Sitvia, and ſuppoſed to have 
been, with his twin-brother, Remus, begotten by 
Mazs. Ile and his brother were no ſooner born, 
than, in compliance with the order of his mother's 
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uncle Auvrius, they were put into a wooden cradle 
and thrown into the Tyber, Being found on the banks, 
they were nurſed by a ſhepherd's wife whoſe name was 
Lora, (wolf) from whence the fable aroſe of their 
being ſuckled by a wolf. But others, more probably, 
conceive they might have derived their nouriſhment 
from goats, as they were kept by the Alban-ſhepherds. 
Arriving at age, the knowledge of their birth, and 
the cauſe of their 'baniſhment, they killed their cruel 
great-uncle AmuLtrius. Having re-eſtabliſhed Nu ui- 
TOR, the father of their mother, on the throne of Al- 
ba, about two years afterward they built the city of 
Rome, where Remus was flain by one of the work- 
men, for having, in derifion, leaped one of the 
ditches, Ep 


Rowurus was immediately proclaimed king of the 
new city. He began his reign with a conſiderable 
battle he gained over the Ceninians, Antemnates, and 
Cruſtumenians, after having kill'd their general with 

his 
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his own hand. He then entered Rome in à chariot 
drawn by four horſes, with all the priſoners of war 
marching before him; whom he afterwards reſtoted ta 
liberty. Having, by ſtratagem, ſtolen the Sabine wives, 
and virgins, in order to obtain a popularity for his new 
city, he had to maimain a long and crael war with 
this people. During their contefts, the Sabines poſ- 
{cfſed themſelves of the capitol, by the treachery, ava- 
rice, and vanity of T AREA, who opened the gates 
on condition of receiving their golden bracelets. She 
was, however, craſhed to death with their bucklers- 
Peace was at laft reflored, by the interceſſion of the 
Roman wives; and Rome was equally governed by 
the Romans and the Sabines, under the command of 
Tacitus and Romurvs: the latter having reigned 
thirty-cight years, was ſuppoſed to have been murdered 
by the ſenators, A. M. 3301. 


As a founder of an empire, which became the terror 
and admiration of the world, wants not the addi- 
B 4 tion 
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tion of the marvelous to heighten his fame, Rouv ive 
need not boaſt of owing his birth to Mars, the god of 
war, nor of having been ſuckled by a wolf. The 
waves of the Tyber having brought his cradle to the- 
cottages of ſhepherds, among whom he preſerved the 
heart of a hero, were more merciful than the tyrant 
who had devoted him and his brother to their fury. 
With this advantage alone he dethroned his perſecu- 
tor Aut vs, and replaced the crown on the head of 
his grandfather Numitox, He built Rome, and 
ſowed the ſeeds of true heroiſm and exalted policy, in 
the baſe and ferocious minds of his profligate follow- 
ers; for which, the cruel ſenate treacherouſly mur- 


. dered him. 


WJ 
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Tullius HOSTILIUS reigned the third in Rome. 
He was grand-ſon to Turtus Hosritivs, who was 
killed endeavouring to retake the Capitol. Being diſ- 
tinguiſhed by his heroiſm, he was elected to the regal 
government, He firſt taught the romans military diſ- 
& cipline. His moderation was ſuch that he only reſerved 


to himſelf that part of regal property which was ſufficient 
to ſupport him as a private individual : the ſurplus he 
diſtributed among the ordinary ranks of the people. 
la 
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In his reign happened the memorable combat between 


the Horatii and Curiatii, which terminated the reign 


of ALA. The only brother of the Horatii remaining, | 


returned victor to Rome, and killed his ſiſter, Camii- 3 
LA, for weeping for the loſs of her lover, whom he 
flew among the Curiatii. Tur tvs immediately cauſed # 
Alba to be deſtroyed—and the inhabitants, with their 
king, MzT1us Surrerivs, to be brought to Rome. 
This king of the Albans forming a conſpiracy to make 
himſelf maſter of Rome, was tied to four horſes and 
torn to pieecs. Tur ls greatly enfeebled this pro- 
vince of the Latins, of which Alba was the chief city. i 
He obtained great conqueſts over the Fidanates, inha- 


bitants of Fidenda, a city in Latium. 


Havinc thus increaſed the dominion and conſc- © 


quence of the Romans by his brave and enterprizing 


ſpint, he, and his whole family, were deſtroyed by 


lightning, which conſumed his palace, 


He died in the thirty-third year of his age, A. M. 
3414. A. R. 114. Havixs þ 
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en Tor rus Hosr111vs was diſtinguiſhed for his tem- 
zn perance, bravery, and generoſity. His wars were un- 
g. dertaken more to increaſe the glory and territory of 
1. his kingdom, than to indulge a wanton appetite for 
he WM ſlaughter and deſtruction. It was this noble diſpoſi- 
ed tion which cauſed him to accede to the propoſal of 
cir deciding the conteſt between Rome and Alba by three 
ie, WF warriors choſen from each city. Thus was the de- 
ke YY firution of the inhabitants of both cities averted, 
nd But deciding the quarrel in this manner was not 
ro- more humane than poliuc. Cities contending for 
ty. power have not ſuch a waſte of human nature to ſport 
ha. 2 with as nations have. Tol rus, therefore, wiſely 
conſidered that as Rome was in its infancy of conſe- 
IF quence, it was riſking the exiſtence to expoſe the 
Romans to the deſtruftion of wars that could other- 
wiſe be determined by ſingle combat, or by the con- 
teſt of a few individuals, His having transferred the 
kingdom of Albatto Rome evinced that he was ſenſible 
the ſtrength and protection of it depended on its in- 
creaſe of population. 
ANCUS 
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Axcvs MARTIUS, the fourth king of Rome, 
was the ſon of Power 1a, daughter of Numa Pouri- 
„ros, whom he greatly reſembled in his piety and 
Juſtice. | 


THz incloſed the mount Avontine and the Jamicu- br 
lum within the city, which he encircled with new th 
walls. He lid the foundation of the city Oſlia, 

ſo 
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ſo called from its being erected at the mouth of the 
Tyber, over which he cauſed a bridge to be built. He 
commenced a war with the Latins whom he defeated 
in ſeveral batthes. Thefts, and other diſorders in- 
creaſing in Rome, cauſed him to build the firſt priſon 
that was known in that city. He ſheltered Luzszmon 
afterwards Tazguvintus Parscus, who had fled 
from the perſecution of CyrszLvs, king of Corinth. 
Avus conceived ſuch a regard for this Grecian para- 
ſite that he made him the guardian of his two ſons. 


Axcus employed the latter part of his reign in im- 
proving the city, and enriching his ſubjects. He choſe 
LuzsxMan one of his ſenators. This ſtranger, whe 
now aſſumed the name of Lucius Taxguinivs, 
being as hardy in war as he was prudent in counſel, was 
equally beloved by the king and people. Ancus 
having ſubdued the Latins, &c. ruincd their deſigns, 
broken their forces, and obliged them to ſue for peace, 
the Roman dominions were now increaſcd conſiderably 
more 
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more than when Ax eus came to the throne, A great 
part of Hetruri he took from the Vejentes ; and he ob- 
tained, likewiſe, a conſiderable portion of authority 
among the Latins. 


Arcus not only performed great acts abroad but 
alſo exerted himſelf in embclliſhing and improving the 


city itſelf. A warrior abroad, and a ſtateſman at home, 
he cultivated every means of accommodating the pea- 


ple when it was equal pleaſure to him to contribute to | 


their glory, happineſs, and proſperity, 


Havixe reigned twenty-four years with the great» | 
eſt honor to himſelf and advantage to his ſubjects, he 
dicd amidſt the lamentations of a people who equally 


loved, admired, and revered his character. 


Tactus, the father of HAASsII IIA, king of the 
Sabines, having refuſed the requeſt of Rowu1.vs and 
of his followers, who deſired to take wives among his 

ſubjeAs | 


#3 
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ſubjects, imprudently fell into the ſnares of revenge. 
Attracted by the pageantry of ſolemn games, the 
whole nation truſted themſelves into the hands 
of the Romans, who tearing all the young damſels 
from the arms of their parents, forcibly accom» 
pliſhed their intended nuptials. Though ſhe fell to 
the ſhare of the new monarch, ſhe ſincepely partook 
the grief of her companions, and the painful con- 
llict which the enſuing war occaſioned between the du- 
ties of conſorts and daughters, At laſt, regardleſs of 
life, ſhe led them on betwixt the two armies of the 
equally dear warriors, who ſtruck at the fight, and 
moved by herentreaties, laid down their arms, and by 
a happy union immortalized her courage and piety. 
A. M. 3205. 


NUMA 
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Nun POMPILIUS was the ſccond king of the 
Romans. Being born at Cures he was a Sabine, He 
was choſen king in conſequence of his own ment and | 
the agreement made between the Romans and the Sa- 
bines to ele& out of the one tribe a king to covern the 
ocher. Being inveſted with regal dignity, he inflitated | 
ſacrifices, ceremonies, pontiffs, augurs, and ſalian 


prieſts, in order to ſhew that nothing was more indi- | 
penſiblo 


the 


He 


and 
da- 
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penſible in a ſtate than religion and juſtice, He inſti- 
tuted likewiſe, the order of veſtal virgins, and divided 
the year into twelve months. To give more authority 
to theſe. wiſe regulations, he feigned that they were 
dictated to him by the nymph /Ect x14, whom he ſaid 
had appeared to him. He built the temple of Janus, and 
that which he cauſed to be dedicated to the goddefs 
Vzsra. The former was ordered to be ſhut in peace 
and open in war, The veſtal virgins he cauſed to be 
choſen at the age of four or five years from the nobleſt 
families of Rome, as prieſteſſes of veſta. Their em- 
ployment he ordered ſhould be that of keeping the 
holy fire perpetually burning on the altar in comme. 
moration of the divinity they adored. If by their ne- 
glett, the fire was extinguiſhed for want of fuel, they 
were interred alive. This puniſhment he ordered 
likewiſe to be inflited on them if they ſuffered any 
viclation of their chaſtity. © Having thus eſtabliſhed 
the practice of virtue, juſtice, and religion in his king» 

| C dom. 
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dom, he died at the advanced age of eighty years, in 
the forty- third of his reign, A. M. 3383. A. R. 8g. 


H had four ſons, of whom none ſucceeded him in 
the kingdom. They, however, were the origin of 
four illuſtrious families in Rome. 


He had one daughter whoſe name was Pour iL. 
She was married to MazTt1vs a Sabine nobleman. 


His ſucceſſor was Tur Lus HosrII Ius. 


Fx on the quiet harbour of contemplation, he was 
obliged to launch into the tempeſtuous ſea of govern» 
ment, and reluctantly ſubmitted to his fate. The un- 
timely death of his predeceſſor Romurus, having 
ſhewan him that virtue is not ſufficient to rule mankind, 
he enforced its power by religious fear; and though he 
built on the ground of ſuperſtition, happily his edifice | 
laſted for many ages, The minute ceremonics of 2 
nc“ 


reer. 19 


new worſhip, by engaging the attention of the Romans, 
inſenſibly led them on to the habit of reciprocal duties; 
the ſolemnity of an oath, the terror of an eternal 
puniſhment denounced to perjury, by awing them into 
juſtice, brought their power to the higheſt period of 
glory. His dictates were thought ſupernatural ; the 
peace and proſperity of his long reign miraculous. He 
was called the ſecond founder of Rome, and well de- 
ſerved that title, ſince pious principles are the firmeſt 
baſis of ſociety, 


TARQUININUS, 
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TARQUINIUS PRISCUS, 


T axoumws PRISCUS was a Corinthian, and 
ſon to a rich merchant whoſe name was Demarartus, 
Flying from the tyranny of Cyesz rc Ls, he ſought his 
fortune in Rome. On his journey, an eagle is ſaid to 
have taken off his bonnet and replaced it again on his 
head. Rawaqvuir, his wife, who pretended to the 
act of divination, hailed this as an happy omen of his 

regal 
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regal power. He changed his name from Lueuuox 
to Tax Gun, in remembrance of the ſhelter he firſt 
found in the city of Tarquinu in Hetruria. Anzus 
Maxrius was no ſooner dead, than he poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of the government, He then proceeded to enlarge 
the authority of the ſenate by adding to it a hundred 
more members. He likewiſe encreaſed the number of 
knights to 300 more—and ordered the faſces, a bundle 
of rods with an axe in the middle of them, to be carried 
before the magiſtracy. His next regulations were to 
alter the ſtuff and faſhion of the robes worn by the 
kings and augurs. He cauſed the chairs of the ſenators 
to be made of ivory. The knights who did not ſerve 
in the wars, he ordered to wear gold rings on their 
fingers. The children of illuſtrious families he cauſed 
to be diſtinguiſhed by wearing long robes bordered 
with purple. He built the circus where the combats. 
of wild-beaſts and gladiators were exhibited, In his 
reign the augurs obtained the greateſt authority. No 
enterprize was u:ertaken without their conſultation, 


Cg Having 
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Having poſſeſſed himſelf of moſt of the Latium cities, 
he extinguiſhed the Latin name throughout Italy. 


Tus two children of Anzus MarxTius who were 
left to his protection, whoſe perſons he had aban- 
doned, and whoſe rights he had uſurped, bribed two 
peaſants to ſlay him, which was effected in the 38th 
year of his reign and the 84th of his age. He left two 
children whom he conſigned to the care of Szxviuvs 


TouLLtivs. 


Targuin Parscus was an infinuating paraſite, a 
treacherous friend, and a wanton tyrant, Not having 
a mind capacious enough to conceive great deſigns, he 
employed himſelf in petty innovations. He was re- 
markably ſuperſtitious, which was of conſiderable ſer- 
vice in forming the minds of the people to pay that 
regard to religion which was neceſſary in the Roman 
government. However, TARA us ſuperſtition was 


not the enthuſiaſm of a zealous picty ; it was rather the 
weakneſs 
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weakneſs of a mind enfecbled by its own terrors. But 
whatever might be the cauſe, it produced the moſt 
beneficial effect in forming the Roman bravery ; for 
on the confidence of their augur's divination they af- 
terwards effected the moſt glorious exploits. 


SERVIUS 
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Sxxvibs TULLIUS was the fixth king. He was 
fon to the prince of Cornicula, a ſmall city which 


Tazxguin had taken from the Latins. His father 
being killed at Corinth, his mother who was then preg- 
nant with him came to Rome. Tanaguir conceiv=- 
mg a fondneſs for her took her into the palace where 
ſhe was delivered of Szxvius. It is ſaid that a lam- 


bent flame played about his head for the ſpace of an 
hour 
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hour as he lay in the cradle ſoon after his birth, without 
doing him the leaſt injury. Taxagutz immedately 

divined that he would poſſeſs the kingdom. She ac- 
cordingly took the greateſt care of his education and 
gave him her daughter in marriage. Szxvius being 
thus become the ſon-in-law of Tazguix, cauſed the 
people more readily to inveſt him with the regal au- 
thority on the demiſe of this uſurper. Being poſſeſſed 
of the government, he vanquiſhed the Tuſcans and the 
Vejeutes, conſiderably augmented the city of Rome, to 
which he added the Quirinal, Viminal, and Equiline | 
hills: the whole he encompaſſed with walls and ditches. 
He was the firſt who cauſed the number of the Roman 
Citizens to be taken, and the value of their eſtates in 
order to levy a tax on cach, proportionate to his in- 
come. This was done every five years and was called 
a Luſtrum. He cauſed his two daughters, whole names 
were Tur.t1a, to marry the two Taxgvuins, the 
grandſons of Taxguinius Prrscus, in order to unite 


the intereſt ſo as to ſecure more effeAually his poſſeſ- 
fon 
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ſion of the throne againſt the deſigns and pretenſions 
of thoſe he had made his ſons-in-law. The elder 
Tarxquin not being pleaſed with the wife allotted 
him, entered into a criminal connection with the wife 
of his brother. The reſult was, that the younger Ta x- 
ev1x was poiſoned by the younger ſiſter, and the el- 
der ſiſter murdered likewiſe by the elder Tazquts. 
This being done, he ordered the ſoldiers to murder 


SzRrvivs, of whoſe throne he had juſt before taken 


polleſſion. Tovr.1.14, going to congratulate the uſur- 
per on his ſucceſs, ordered her charioteer to drive over 
the bleeding body of her father, ſaying, ** The way 
% to a throne cannot be too ſhort,” 


Sexvivus Turrtivs was affaſſinated in the forty- 
fourth year of his reign, A. M. 932 1. A. R. 221. 


ALTtnouca this hero, the offspring of a bond-wo- 
man, was raiſed to the throne by queen Tanaguit, 


who took care of his youth and united him to her 


daughter, 
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daughter, he reigned with no leſs glory than Tut - 
tus Hosritivs, Ancus Makros, and Taxgui- 
x1vs Pr15cus, his predeceſſors, and the worthy ſuc- 
ceſſors of Rowur vs and Numa. In order to eſtabliſn 
permanently the Roman happineſs, he refolved to 
reſtore to the wile patricians the authority which had 
been taken from them; and he accompliſhed his deſign 
without offending the plebeian order. Ihe love of his 
country would have even carried him further; he me- 
ditated on ſubſtituting a republican government to the 
regal power; when Tazguriwrvs the Proud, taking 
away his life, robbed him of the glory that attends 
thoſe who facrifice ambition to patriotiſm, and ſelf- 
mtereſt to the public welfare. 
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TARQUINIUS SUPERBUS, 
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Tarxgumws SUPERBUS, the ſeventh king of 
Rome, was the grandſon of Tazguinius Parscus. | 
He had no ſooner poſſeſſed himſelf of the kingdom by 
cauſing Szxvius to be aſſaſſinated, than he behaved 


to his ſuhjects with the greateſt cruelty and arrogance, | 3 
He was ſurnamed Sur Ex Rs from his intolerable pride. 
He deſpiſed the »thority of the ſenate, and frequently 22 
baniſhed, impriſoned, or even put to death its mem- 
bers, on the moſt vague reports and tzifling accuſa- 

010115, 
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tions, He defeated the Volcians by force, and the 
Gabii by treachery. By his order, his fon SzxTus 
beheaded the principal of the Gabians, and im- 
priſoned others. Having exerciſed theſe wanton 
cruelties ſome time, he loſt his kingdom by the hatred 
of the people to him and his government, and a crime 
which his ſon Szx Tus committed on the perſon and 
chaſtity of LuczzT1a, the wife of Col LArixus. 
Lucaztia, being diſhonored, ſtabbed herſelf in 
the preſence of her huſband, her brother Luczt- 
ius, and her couſin Baurus. Bzxurtvs drew the 
dagger from the wound and ſwore, by her chaſte 
blood, that he would drive Taxguix and all his 


family out of Rome. Tazxgvuin having cauſed the 


father and brother of Ba urus, among other ſenators, 
to be murdered, excited {till more the vengeance pre- 
paring againſt him. This tyrant perceiving the ſtorm 
that was ready to burſt on him with incvitable ruin, 
evaded its threatenings by retiring into Tuſcany, 
where he exerted, but in vain, every effort to re- in- 
| ate 
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Rate himſelf in his abdicated throne. He died in Tuf- 
cany, in the twenty- fourth year of his reign, A. M. 
3546, A. R. 245, 


Aw impious woman under the name of Tvr 114, 
was his aſſociate in crimes. Theſe unnatural connec- 
tions could not laſt ; their two atrocious ſouls, panting 
for each other, cemented' the horrid ſympathy with 
the blood of their reſpettive conſorts, and joined their 
hands and hearts in the bond of vice. By the inſtiga- 
tion of this fury, Tax murdered her father, over 
whoſe mangled corpſe ſhe drove her chariot, with ſo 
undaunted an impiety, that even Taxguinivs him- 
ſelf recoiled at it. Their children followed their 
example, for, the profligacy of his ſon Szx Tus caul- 
ed the rum, or rather, filled the meaſure of his own 
miquities, The throne from which Tax guix was 
caſt partook of his infamy; for ever ſince Rome 
abhorred the name of king, and trampled on the re- 


gal dignity, 


LUCRETIA, 
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Tur fame of Lue ax rA being ſo great, her chaſlity 
ſo exemplary, and her fate proving the deſtruction of 
the regal power and the eſtabliſhment of the Roman 
liberties ; her character is too intereſting to omit giv- 
ing a brief account of it in this compendium. Her 
huſband, Corratinus, being at the ſiege of Ardea, 
praiſed her virtues ſo much that he ſaid ſhe excelled all 
other women in beauty, prudence, and chaſtity. 

This 
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This being conceived as a challenge againſt the virtues 
of the other officers wives, it was agreed a party of 
them ſhould return privately to Rome, and whoſe 
wife was found the beſt employed ſhould have the 
preference of character. They had no ſooner arrived 
than they found the daughters-in-law of the king all 
employed in feaſting and diverſions ; while they found 
LuczxeTt1a with her maids, ſpinning and working of 
wool. SzxTus, who was of the company, was fo 
captivated with her beauty, that, although he was 
then obliged to return with the reſt, he reſolved to 
come back as ſoon, and as privately as poſſi- 
ble, to the houſe of Corrarinus. He, accord- | 
ingly, came one night to lodge there. Luczertia 
treated him with the greateſt reſpect and civility in 
compliment to her abſent huſband, to whom he was 
nearly related. After ſupper he was conducted to his 
apartment. All the family being at reſt, he ſtole to 
the chamber of LuczzTiA with his drawn ſword, 
He awakened her by laying his left hand on her breaſt, 

and 
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and ſaying, LucazTtia, I am Szxrus Taxdut- 
us, if you ſpeak a word you die.“ He then de- 
clared his paſſion and his reſolution to diſhonor hee. 
Finding his threats of death ineffeQtual to obtain her 
compliance, he informed her that he would kill his 
own ſlave, lay him naked by her when ſhe was dead, 
and afterwards declare, that he had thus revenged the 
injured honor of his kinſman, Coltatinus, To 
0 avoid this laſt ignominy ſhe conſented. Sz x Tvs, hav- 
s ing obtained his wiſhes, returned to the camp. She 
o | immediately ſent for her huſband, to meet her at the 
ji. 8 houſe of her father in Rome, where ſhe went dreſſed 
d. | in mourning. A great number of her friends and re- 
A lations aſſembled before ſhe would diſcloſe her 


in mind. Her huſband being come, ſhe related to him 
as what had happened, deſired he would revenge her 
ls ravaged honor, and immediately plunged a poniard 
to into her breaſt, ſaying, ** No woman ſhall hereafter 
d. * ſurvive her honor and ſay LuczzT1a was her ex- 
|, '* ample,” Her father and her huſband fell at her 
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feet: a mixture of fury and compaſſion ſeized the 
whole aſſembly, while her flowing blood ſerved 
equally to atteſt -her innocence, and to reſtore Rome 


to its former liberties, by the baniſhment of Taxgvin, 
and the deſtruction of the regal power. 


Tux extremity to which the chaſte, unfortunate 
LuckxzTia was reduced, was the effect of indiſere- 
tion; for, her huſband Col LArixus, being chal- 
lenged by his wild compamons to juſtify the praiſes. he 
laviſhed upon her, brought them unexpeRtedly to her 
peaceful retreat. The terror of infamy ſubdued her 
virtue, which cauſed her to terminate her ſorrows and 


exiſtence by plunging a pouiard in her virtuous, but 


weak heart. A. D. 3442. 
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J UNIUS BRUTUS, being the chief inſtrument. of 
deſtroying the regal tyranny, and one of the firſt con- 
ſuls in the free government, his charatter offers itſelf 
next to our notice. LuckEtT1Aa was no ſooner dead, 
than he drew the dagger from the wound, and, ſhew- 
ing it ſteeped in blood, to the aſſembly, ſwore by it, | 
that he would purſue Tax and his race to deſtrue- 
uon, and never permit another king to reign in Rome. 

D. He 
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He then preſented it to Col LATr Ixus, Locazrius, 
Var ER IUs, and the reſt of the company, and engaged 
them to take the ſame oath. Till this moment he 
had appeared an idiot. Obſerving the ſurpriſe of thoſe 
preſent at the change of his demeanor, he informed 
them that he had only aſſumed the appearance of folly 
and ſtupidity, in order to ſecure himſelf from the mer- 
cileſs tyranny of Taxguix, who had ſacrificed ſeveral 
of his relations, among other Roman ſenators. He 
then cauſed the gates of Rome to be cloſed and guard- 
ed. The corpſe of Lu cxETIA he next ordered to be 
taken to where the Comitia, the Senate, were aſſembled, 
and delivered an oration, which has always been juſtly 
diſlinguiſhed for its ſpirit and patriotiſm, Such effect had 
this ſpeech on the multitude that they all agreed una- 
nimouſly to chaſe the guilty race of Tax qui from 
their government, and never again ſubmit themſelves 
to the regal power. Srurxius Lucxzrius was de 
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clared the Intu-Rex until the future form of the con : 
Aitution could be determined, In ſettling the ſlate af- Þ 


tec 


R 


9 "— ' , + „ 
n 1 WILT 
D 


. * „ 8 


H IS TOR V. 37 


ter they had driven Tazgvin and his family from 
Rome, Baurus evinced himſelf as great a politician 
as he had before ſhewn himſelf to be a patriot. He 
inſtituted the conſular power, which was wiſely 
formed to preferve a balance between the ſenate 
and the people. He aboliſhed all uſe of ſceptres, 
crowns, and royal robes the hateful relias of the 
regal tyranny, which they had too unhappily experi- 
enced, He reſerved only the name of king to be con- 
ferred on the magiſtrate who preſided over their re- 
ligion. The conſulſhip begun A. R. 245, and A. C- 
510, by Bautus and Cor LArixus, being inveſted 
with this power. Bauros finding his two ſons con- 
cerned in aconſ{piracy againſt the republic, cauſed them 
to be beheaded in his ſight, with the other delinquents. 
He loſt his life fighting with Azuxs, the ſon of Tar» 
evix, whom he pierced, at the ſame time he was 
kimſelfpierced, with a lance, 
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Juxrvs Bau rus combined what is rarely ſeen the 


moſt temperate policy with all the daring courage of 
a moſt invincible hero. To this management of his paſ- 
ſions may be attributed the dexterity with which he 
aſſumed the appearance of idiotiſm, until the favourable 
moment arrived for the exerciſe of his diſtinguiſhed 
faculties and virtues. From the extent of his courage 
and the ſoundneſs of his underſtanding, no man was 
better formed to unite the warrior and the ſtateſman 
than he was in his conſular dignity. Feeling himſelf 
qualified for ſuch a combined office, might have 
been the reaſon of his dictating to the ſenate the pro- 
priety of eſtabliſhing this authority for the chief go- 
vernment of the commonwealth. A. M. 3442. 
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 LARGI1IUS FLAVIUS. 


Tins conſul being the firſt dictator, and this office 
one of the moſt important in the Roman government, 
we think it proper here to relate briefly the cauſe of 
its eſtabliſhment. Fraviuvs having taken Fidenz 
from the Latins, ſo greatly enraged them, that, inſti- 
gated by TARO, they engaged in a moſt formidable 
conſpiracy againſt the Romans. Great preparations 
were made on both ſides for approaching war. But 
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the Romans finding the difficulty of raifing an army 
ſufficient, from the debtors of the city refuſing to in- 
lift unleſs all their debts were remitted, offered an 
exemption from all ſuits and proceſſes during 
the continuance of the war. This offer was not 
accepted by the multitude: they were determined to 
have a perpetual remiffion before they would inliſt in 
the ſervice of a ſtate where they ſuffered ſuch oppreſ- 
ſions as they had experienced under their mercileſs 
creditors. And as by the laws of Poplicola, no man 
could be forced to go to war againſt his will; they 
thought of the expedient to create a particular magi- 
ſtrate for a limitted time, and from whom there ſhould 
lie no appeal. This ſupreme officer was called dicta- 
tor. Lazxcrus Fravivs was the firſt choſen by the 
ſenate to fill this dignified and important truſt, which, 
as it afterwards proved, was too great for any perſon to 
poſſeſs in a government that was formed for the pro- 
tedtion of the peoples liberties, To this power Ju 1- 
vs Cxzsarx owed his death, and Rome her ſlavery 
and final deſtruttion. Tavs 
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Tuvs was the conſular power which had continued 
ten years firſt ſuſpended by the diftatorſhip, and had 
the power of peace and war, to levy forces, to embody 
and diſband them, and to act in every reſpe& agree- 
able to the pleaſure of the poſſeſſor, without being 
ſubje& to the controul of either the ſenate or the peo- 
ple. To him all power was reſigned except that of 
the tribunes of the people. The dictator had twenty- 
four bundles of rods, and as many axes caried before 
him. His edi& was conſidered as authoritative as the 
command of a deity. But to prevent the abuſe of this 
office, the dictator was never to ſerve more than fax 
months, or leave Italy, or ride on horſeback, without 
leave. 


2 


SULPICIUS, 
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Surricws being the next conſul of conſequence, 
and, having ſaved Rome from another conſpiracy in- 
ſtigated by TazeQuix and his ſon-in-law Mam1itivs 
Ocravius, we ſhall relate briefly how this deſign 


was managed, and how it was rendered abortive by 


the vigilance and reſolution of this conſul. TARA 
having endeavourcd in vain to excite all the Latins to 
eſpouſe his cauſe by making war againſt the Ro- 


mans, 
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mans, he attempted to effect by treachery that 
which he could not by force of arms. He exerted 
every means of increaſing the leaſt appearance of diſ- 
ruſt in the Romans to the moſt inveterate diſſentions. 
The rich and the poor inhabitants he perpetually ſet 
at variance by his ſecret mercenaries, whom he had in 
great numbers in the city. An opportunity happened to 
favor his purpoſe; the common people being burthen- 
ed with uſurious exactions, and diſſatisfied with this 
ſyſtem of oppreſſion, and the cruel manner with which 
the bodics of debtors were ſeized and treated, worſe 
than the moſt menial of ſlaves: TAN not only 
increaſed this diſquietude, but cauſed his creatures in 
Rome to encourage them to revolt by giving them 
money in advance, and promiſing them more when he 
ſhould be reſtored by their exertions to the govern- 
ment. This bounty and promiſe cauſed them to form 
a conſpiracy againſt the commonwealth. Sureicivs, 
being timely apprized of their deſign, drew the chief 
conſpirators by ſtratagem into che forum, where he 


ſurrounded and put them all to the ſword. 
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SuLlyrcrvs lived in the zra of Rome 254. Herwas 
an excellent ſoldier and politician ; remarkably vigi- © 
lant, ready at expedients, and determined in his reſo- | 
lutions. Although he ſtained the forum with blood, 
it was not to gratify perſonal ambition—but to fave the 
republic from a conſpiracy formed to deſtroy its newly 
aſſerted liberties—and to conſign the people again to 
the tyranny of Tazguin. ͤ While he denied what he 
conſidered improper requeſts of foreign embaſſies, he 
conciliated their aſfections by his civility and polite- 
neſs, Having thus relieved his country from the im- 
minent danger with which it was threatened, he end- 
ed his conſulſhip with honor to himſelf and ſervice to 
the commonwealth. Lazxcius Fiavius, who was 
afterwards created the firſt dictator, was, according tc 
ſome hiſtorians, his ſuccellor. 
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MENENIUS. 


Mexexros and PosTHUMI1Us Were next choſen 
conſuls. The Sabines once more aſſembled a nu- 
merous army, and marched up almoſt to the walls of 
Rome. As the conſuls advanced, Pos ruvutus fell 
into an ambuſcade, loſt many of his men, and narrowly 
eſcaped with his own life. At this diſcomfiture the 
Citizens were thrown into ſuch conſternation as to cauſe 
them with all ſpeed to ſeek refuge within their own 

walls, 
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walls, which they expected would every inſtant be at- 
tacked, if not forced by the enemy. Being agreeably , 
diſappointed in theſe apprehenſions, they marched out 
again, determined to retreive their loſt credit. Pos r- 5 
uuns being more immediately concerned in this f 
redemption of honor, behaved fo gallantly, that, with 7 
the brave aſſiſtance of MEN ENIUS, the Sabines would 1 
have been irreparably defeated had not the night in- 2 
terpoſed. 3 


Tu ſenate having decreed Menzntivs a full tri- 
umph, and PosTaumtvus, from his ill ſucceſs at the 
beginning, only an ovation ; we embrace this place 3 
as a proper opportunity of briefly deſcribing their 2 
difference. | 


In a triumph, the general entered the city in a cha- 
riot, and was met by the ſenators in their robes. His 
dreſs was a robe interwoven with gold. He held a 
ſceptre in his hand, and was crowned with laurel and 


myrtle, 
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myrtle, while the ſoldiers who attended the proceſſion 
hail'd the hero, their conqueſt and their fellow-citizens 
with crying, Io Taruurur!“ 


Is an ovation, the general entered the city on foot, 
and was met by the knights and citizens. His dreſs 
was only the pretexta toga, the ordinary habit of con- 
ſuls and prætors. He bore no ſceptre, and had only 
the laure] and wreath of myrtle round his temples. 
The ſoldiers cried at their entrance into the city, O,“ 
which ſome ſay was the cauſe of this proceſſion being 
called an ovation. But the more probable opinion is 
from ovis, a ſheep being ſacrificed on the occaſion, 
inſtead of a number of oxen which were ſacrificed at 
A triumph. 


"6, 
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Vairzws POPLICOLA owed his acceſſion tothe 
conſulſhip to CoLtatinus ſhewing too much favor 
to his baniſhed kinſman TARO, and his diſcover- 
ing the conſpiracy of the Aquilii Vitellii. Tir us and 
T:inzx1vs formed to kill the conſuls and re-inſtate 


Tax got. Porrticarta, aided by his followers, 
ſeized and dragged theſe conſpirators to the forum, 
He immediately ſent for Vinvictus, a ſlave, who 

has 
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had firſt informed him of the combination, to prove 
their treachery to the fate. This being ſubſtantiated 
the culprits met with that pumiſhment their treaſon to 
the commonwealth ſo juſtly mented. Coĩ LATIN 
finding he had diſguſted the people, withdrew from 
Rome, when Vaizzrvs immediately ſucceeded him 
in the conſulſhip. He rewarded VI MDI IUsS with his 
freedom ; divided the goods of Taxqguix among the 
people, demoliſhed his palace, and opened the Cam- 
pus Martius. Tarxguin having advanced to Rome 
with a confiderable army of Etrurians, Vat zzivs, 
attended by his brother-conful Ba urus, met them 
with the Roman forces. A batile enſued in which 
Bzurus, and Azvux the ſon of Tazquin, fell by 
each other's lances. Vatizz1ius, however, after hav- 


ing ſlain 11300 and taken 5000 priſoners, defeated 


them, and returned in triumph to the city with more 
pomp and maguificence than had ever been diſplayed 
on any former conqueſt. Thus aroſe the ſplendid 


triumphs which bonored the victories of che Roman 
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conſuls, generals, and emperors. He then buried 
his colleague BxvTvus, with great honor, and made 
the funcral oration himſelf, which became a cuſtomary 
tribute to the death of all great and memorable perſons. 
He ſupplied the deficiency of the fenate with 164, 
made ſeveral laws in favor of the people, and retrench- 
ed the original power with which the conſulſhip was 
inveſted. He eſtabliſhed the Quæſtors, or public 
treaſuries, and appointed the temple of Sa ruxx as 
the treaſury, He then held an aſſembly to chooſe ano- 
ther conſul to ſucceed Bavrus. Luckzrtivs was 
inveſted with this power. The firſt league was made 
about this time with Rome and Carthage. After ma» 
ny ſucceſsful battles with the Etrurians, Sabines, and 
Latins, Por Liceo A died at the end of his fourth con- 
ſulſhip, and was buricd at the public expence, 


Arrnoven PorLticora employed his eloquence 
in defending the opprefſed, and his riches in aſſiſling 
the needy, he eſcaped the cruelty of Tazguinirus the 

Proud 
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Proud by the particular care of Providence, who de- 
ilined him to prelerve the glorious fabric of liberty. 
[laving ſtopt in its progreſs the conſpiracy made in 
ſavor of the tyrant Tazgurxivs, he oppoſed the un- 
ſeaſonable lenity, or rather the treachery of Corr A- 
us, the huſband of LueRETIA, who, forgetting 
that the public cauſe was particularly his own, in the 
very inſlant that his colleague Bros had ſacrificed 


his ſons, wanted to fave the remainder of the conſpi- 


rators. Four times honored with the conſulſhip, he 


aufwered that dillinguiſhed confidence by making 
wholeſome laws, and gaining repeated victories. He 
was ſucramed Pesr1col a, Which ſignifics the lover 


of the people, A. M. 3413. 


E 2 CLELIA. 
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P ORSENNA, king of Cluſium, one of the twelve 
nations of Etruria, eſpouſing he cauſe of Taxgurin 
who had fled to him for ſuccor, beſieged Rome. In 
this attack, Hor Artus Cocres having, with HEA- 
Minius and LagrTrus, deſended a bridge againſt the 
paſſage of the whole Etrurian army until it was broken 
down by his own ſoldiery, leaped into the river and 


ſwam, amidſl darts, ſpears, and javelins, over to his 
friends, 


N 
. 
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friends. This ſiege being continued, to the great ter- 
ror of the Romans, a conſiderable time, Mocius 
Sc avorLa attempted in the diſguiſe of a Tuſcan, the 
camp of Poxsznn a. Being arrived there, he killed the 
ſecretary inſtead of the king whom he had previouſly 
devoted to deſtruction. Being taken, he burned his 
right hand for the failure, which had ſuch an effect on 
PoasEN NA that he immediately made peace with the 
Romans, on condition of receiving twenty young men 
and virgins as hoſtages for the reſtoration of the Tuſ- 
can lands taken from the Vejents, &c. &c. Among 
theſe virgins was CLEt1a. Being of a dauntleſs ſpi- 
rit, and diſdaining the idea of captivity, ſhe broke 
from her guards and conductors, and, at the head of 
the other virgins, ſwam over the Tiber amidſt the darts 
of the enemy. They were no ſooner arrived than 
they preſented themſelves to Port 1icora, who dread- 
ing the cor:[-quence to Rome, of this infringement of 
the treaty, lent them all back to Po. In their 
palluge Tazguir would have taken them and their 

K 3 Convoy 
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convoy by ambuſcade, had they not been reſcued by 
Arvns the ſon of PoRsEN NA. Arriving in the pre- 
ſence of the king, they ſo charmed him, on their ex- 
amination, with their courage, that he preſented Cr x- 
L1A with one of his own horſes ſumptuouſly capari- 
ſoned, and leave to fele& what part of the hoſtages 
ſhe choſe to return with her to Rome and freedom. 
Conceiving the youngeſt as the moſt unable to endure 
their captivity, ſhe choſe them as her companions to 
ſhare with her the bleſſings of liberty. The Romans, 
to ſhew their gratitude to him, and their admiration 
of the undaunted courage which CIE TIA had diſplay- 
ed, erected a ſtatue to each of them. That of Pox- 
8ENNA Was placed near the ſenate-houſe. The ſtatue 
of CLEL1a was a maid on horſeback, and placed in 
the ſtreet called the Via Sacra, The ſenate de- 
creed to MuTivs a held beyond the Tiber, which was 
afterwards diſtinguiſhed by the name of Mutia Prata— 
'The Mutian Meadow, 


Tuve 
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Tavs ended the Etrurian war, to the great diſap- 
pointment and diffatisfaftion of Taxgvin. Soon at- 
ter, Hzxminivs and Laxtivs who had ſo nobly 


aſſiſted Hoxatiuvs Cocies in defending the city, 
were choſen conſuls, 


APPIUS CLAVUS.U-S. 


Azour the year of the building of Rome 250, a 
remarkable acccſhon happened to the Roman city. 
The Sabines having confederated with the Latins for 
the deſtruftion of this power which they both feared 
and envied, Arrius ClAusus, an eminent man among 
the Sabines for riches, valor, and conſequence, uſed 
every effort to diſſuade them from the danger and te- 
merity of the enterprize. His remonſtrances proved 
ineffetual, and his having incited their jealouſy of his 

E 4 being 
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being more attached to the intereſt of Rome than to that 
of his country, determined him to abandon the Sabini, 
and to take himſelf, his family, treaſures, and adhe- 
rents, to Rome. having retarded the preparations of 
the confederates as long as poſſible, he went to 
Rome with all his wealth and gooo families of his 
friends and dependants. Being arrived in the city 
they immediately granted to them conſiderable por- 
tions of land, and ſeveral diſtinguiſhed privileges be- 
fide their freedom. Cravsus himſelf was elected a 
ſenator, and his family the Clauſi, afterwards called 
Claudii, became one of the greateſt dignity in Rome. 
Soon after, the tribes of the Roman ſtate were increaſing 
from four to twenty-one. One of the four was called 
Tribus Claudia from Arrius Craubius. Although 
this acceſſion to the Roman conſequence and popu- 
hrity was ſo conſiderable, yet all hiſtorians have been 
ſo careleſs as never to have traced by what means or 
by whom this could have been effected. They have 
telated imply the fat without diſcovering the perſons 

who 
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who muſt have intereſted themſelves in gaining ſuch a 
predilettion in the minds of Craupius for the Ro- 
man people and their government. For however he 
might have conſidered his perſonal ſafety was ſome« 
what concerned, yet with ſo great an intereſt in his 
favor as 3000 families, he muſt have been aſſured he 
was totally ſecure. Many perſons with ſuch a party 
would have been induced to have poſſeſſed themſelves 
of a government inſtead of abandoning their native 
place and expoſing themſelves to a voluntary exile, 
It is therefore evident CLauprtus muſt have received 
the greateſt aſſurances from ſome perſons in the Ro- 
man government, of himſelf and his friends being re- 
ceived with thoſe privileges that could only be their 
encouragement. 


&3z 


CORIOLANUS, 
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Cororaxus was originally named Carcs 
Maxcivs. He firſt ſignalized himſelf and gained 
conſiderable honor in the victory obtained by the Ro- 
mans, under the diQtatorſhip of Viecrxirvs, over the 
Latins at the battle near the lake Rhegillus, A. D. 
257, which terminated all the wars inſtigated by Tar- 
Quin for the recovery of his ſovereignity. The peo- 
ple having obtained a ſhare in the government by the 

creation 
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creation of the tribunes, they readily inliſted them- 
ſelves to go againſt the Volci under Pos ruuutus the 
conſul. It was in this war that Cor rotanus obtain« 
ed his name, from moſt valiantly having been the 
cauſe of obtaining the city of Corioli. The Romans 
being at this ſiege driven back into their trenches with 
great diſorder, CoxtoLanus bravely withſtood the 
ſhock of the enemy, and drove them back into their 
town, where he followed them and afterwards opened 
the gates to the reſt of the Roman army, who immecdi- 
atcly took poſſeſſion of this ſtrong city. He would not 
ſuffer the ſoldiers to plunder the inhabitants. Having 
been afterwards the cauſe of gaining a complete victory 
over the Volſci, ſuch was his moderation that he would 
receive no more than a ſinple horſe as his ſhare of the 
immenſe booty which the Romans had thus obtained. 
In the time of Coxtortaxus the firſt cenſus or num- 
bering of the people was performed, and 1100000 heads 
verre ceſſed. About this time he recommended that 
the inſolent power of the Tribunes ſhould be deſtroyed. 

This 
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This exaſperating the people, the Ædiles were ordered 
to apprehend him—but theſe officers were repulſed and 
beaten by the young patricians who had aſſembled to 
guard him. The tribunes then decreed that he ſhould 
be taken and caſt down from the Tarpeian- rock. He 
was accordingly ſciæ d, and again reſcued. The tri- 
bunes being appeaſed annulled their former decrees 
and appointed a day ſor his vind.cating himſelf before 
the people, Being tried and beniſhed by the ſentence 
of the tribunes, he went to Autium among the Volſci 
whom lle kad before conquered. 


Brix c made a gereral of the Volſci againfl the Ro- 
mans, he wes cut to pieces by this people for relin- 
quiiii-g in favor of his countrymen thuſe advantage 
be cdl bai e 0ancde 


V:ictortovs over all the Roman enemies, Cosi. 
oLavus thou ht: bimſel entitled to ſpeak freely in 
ths Icuaic ; aud joiuuny with the generous chief of the 

Clauuan 
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Claudian family, blamed the other ſenators for having 
releaſed the populace from their debts, which were a 
check to their turbulent minds; but he was not aware 
of his raſhneſs and danger. Condemned by the inſo- 
lent tribunes to perpetual baniſhment, and meanly for- 
ſaken by the patricians, he retired among the Vollci, 
a nation whom he had almoſl ruined, and at the head 
of their remaining warriors, threatened deſtruction to 
his ungrateful country. Rcme as on the point of 
falling a prey to his reſeumem, when his mother, the 
reſpettable VE TUR IA, followed by his wiſe and all the 
Roman matrons, entered his camp, and throwing her_ 
ſelf at his feet, implored mercy, Filial picty melt_ 
ed his heart into forgiveneſs ; and thereby recovered 


honorable and immortal fame. A. M. 3463+ 


. 


QUINTIUS 


Cx ATUs was elected to the conſulſhig 
from the plough. Being inveſted with the faſces and 
the other inſignia of this ſpecies of magiſtracy, he was 
deſired to proceed to Rome. He anſwered with tears, 
* Then for this year my poor little ficld muſt remain 
** unſown, and we ſhall be in danger of want.“ He 
took an affectionate leave of his wife and departed for 
his government, He immediately, by addreſs and by 
threats, 
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threats, reſtrained the abuſed power of the tribunes. 
Such was the wiſdom and rettitude of his actions, that 
the commons declared new laws were unneceſlary, 
Having re-inſtated the city in peace and proſperity, and 
hmiihed his confulihip, he, to the concern of the whole 
ſenate, returned to his little cottage and his former 
laborious courſe of life. The Roman army being in 
great danger of deſtruction by the Aqui and Vollſci, 
the city were obliged to chooſe another dictator, to 
which office CixcixxaTus was next elefted, He 
was again found at the plough. Perceiving the twenty- 
four axes, the purple robes, the horſes, and the other 
inſignia, he exclaimed with great concern,“ This 
&« year's crop will allo be loſt, and my poor family 
© muſt be ſtarved.“ He had no ſooner entered the 
city than he appcaſed the conſternation of the inhabi- 
tants, forced CLartus the general of the enemy 
into his entrenchments, and afterwards obliged the 
whole army to ſurrender at diſcretion. He ordered the 
choiceſt of the plunger to be taken to Rome, and the 

ref} 
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reſt to be diſtributed equally among his victorious 
ſoldiers. He entered the city With a more magnificent 
triumph than any who had preceded him. Having 
thus d-feated a powerful army and plundered a forti- 
fied city within fourteen days after his creation, he 
reſigned his office and retired once more to his cottage, 
reſuſing all the ſumptuous offers the ſenate made to en- 
rich and ennoble him.—Such was the moderation of 
the Roman cherafter at this period of their biſlory, 


PovtrTy depreſſed not the noble mind of Ci nc: x- 
NATUS; grandeur corrupted not his virtuous heart, 
He, many times, quitted the plough, to which the 
injuſtice of fattions had reduced him to take the helm 
of government ; but always returned with a new joy 
to his rural habitation, Inveſted with the arbitary 
power of dictator, he remained unprejudiced by the re- 


ſentment of paſt injuries, unbiaſſed by party opinions. 
His very name ſpread terror among the enemies of 
Rome ; his ſerene looks beamed peace within its wal!:, 

Though 
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Though he could not help fighting, when, to ſerve 
his country, he was obliged to leave his little farm un- 
cultivated, he conſtantly refuſed to be ennched by 
the ſpoils of the conquered nations. In ſhort, he had 
the glory to be wanted in all public neceſſities, and the 
ſatisfaction of wanting none but himſelf, which will be 
the happy lot of every man, who, endowed with ſu- 
perior abilities, has wiſdom to keep himlelf inde- 
pendent. A. M. 3470. 
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Tins diſtinguiſned Roman was as admirable in his 


form as his courage. At the age of fiſty-eight he had 


ſerved his country forty years in war; had been an of- 
ficer thirty years, and ſerved the officies of centu- 
rion and tribune, He fought 120 battles, in which 
by his ſingle arm, he ſaved many lives, recovered ſe | 
veral ſtaudards, gained 14 civic crowrs, 3 muri 
crowns, 8 golden crowns, 83 golden chains, 60 golden 
braceglcts, 
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bracelets, 18 ſpears, and 23 horſe-trappings. - He 
killed 9 enemies in ſingle combat, and had 43 
wounds all in the front of his body; twelve of which 
he received the day the capitol was recovered, Having 
effected theſe ſervices he complained that neither he, 
nor his fellow-ſufferers had received the leaſt portion 
of reward, The lands they had taken by their 
ſwords were beſtowed on thoſe who rather deferved a 
diſgraceful puniſhment than a public bounty. He was 
afterwards the cauſe of the conſuls obtaining a ſignal 
victory over the /Equi, and occaſioned a law to paſs 
the Centurſati Comitia—That all magiſtrates ſhould 
have power to puniſh ſuch as violated their authority. 
This fine was not to exceed two oxen, or thirty ſheep. 
About this period the Decemviri were created to re- 
gulate the laws of the city. In another war againſt the 
Aqui, he accuſed the commanders of cowardice and 
ability. Arrius the conſul ſent him as legate to 
the army lying at Cruſtumeria. He was attended 
by 100 men who had received private orders to murder 

F 2 him. 
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kim. In defending himſelf againſt their aſſaſſination 
he killed 15 and wounded go, the reſt not daring to 
approach him threw darts and ſtones at him, by which 
means they effected their purpoſe. This horrid deed 
being perpetrated the ſoldiers grew ſo mutinous that 
the Decemviri, to appeaſe them, cauſed DzxTaTtvus 
to be interred with every honor his extraordinary me- 
Tit and ſervices deſerved. But however, ſuch was the 
diſcontent of the army that they determined to revolt 
the firſt opportunity: that night happened to favor 
their deſign, 


Tuts noble and patriotic hero thought that the mi- 
litary honors which he had won in 120 battles, and 
45 wounds, which he had received in facing the ene- 
my, entitled him to be heard in the common cauſe ; 
but alas ! his martial eloquence coſt him his life, when 
the diſſ-ntions of Rome had forged the chains of la- 
very. The Romans had ſent for the laws of Greece, 


and appointed ten men, who, under the name of De- 
cenmvirs, 
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cemvirs, were to collect them. They preſented a code 
in twelve tables, which ought to be forever admired. 
This Roman's charafter was ſo diſtinguiſhed for 
ſtrength of body, military ſkill, and active bravery, 
that he was called the Roman Acui 1 es, 


Fs. VIRGINIA, 


* 

T O the ſad fate of this Roman virgin the city owed 
the reſtoration of its liberties. Arrius, the chief of 
the Decemviri, conceiving a violent paſſion for Vis GI“ 
N1A, Cauſed her to be claimed as the ſlave of CI Au- 
plus, one of the clients. This dependant immedi- 
ately ſeized the virgin, and ſaid, that her mother being 
barren, had procured her from one of his ſlaves to 
whom ſhe was a natural daughter. Vi«cinvs, be- 

| irg 
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ing apprized of the ſituation of his daughter, left the 
camp and proceeded to Rome. Arrius, who had 
privately ordered him to be confined, was greatly ſur- 
prized to ſee the father of the captured maid appear in 
the forum. This tyrant, contrary to all the pleadings 
and evidences that were brought to prove that Vie- 
cini was the daughter of Viseinius, adjudged 
her as the ſlave of Cravoius in order to have the 
power of ſacrificing her beauty and chaſtity to his in- 
ordinate paſſion. He ordered all to depart, and his 
creature to take poſſeſſion of his ſlave, Virer- 
ros defired he might firſt ſpeak to his daughter, 
which being granted, he dragged her hanging about. 
him, and bewailing her condition, to a butcher's ſtall 
that was near him—and ſeizing a knife, he ſaid, 
Daughter, I will ſend thee to our anceſtors free and 
** unpolluted ; for the mercileſs wi'l ſuffer thee to be 
* netther,” He then ſtabbed her tothe heart. With 
* this blood! ſaid he, Arrius, I doom thee to cer- 
"tain death.” He ran through the ſtreets with the 


reeking 
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reeking blade, and excited the populace to join in 
vindicating their loſt liberties, and to revenge them- 
ſelves of their tyrants, the Decemviri. He rode poſt 
to the army and perſuaded them to revolt. The con- 
ſequence was the Decemviti reſigned their authority, 
and the form of government was reſtored to what it 
was before their creation. Arrius and Oee:ivs died 
in priſon, and the remaining eight voluntarily baniſh. 
cd themſelves, 


O ys, to whom youth, beauty, and fortune ſeem 
to open the career of happineſs, remember, from the 
fate of VI ACI NIA, that the roſebud, to which a fair 
morning announces a glorious day, is often blaſted be- 
fore noon! VIA GIN IA daily turned her cheerful Neps 
towards the moſt celebrated ſchool in Rome, uncon- 
ſcious that her modeſt charms had raiſed a guilty flame 
in the breaſt of Arrius Cravvivs, the chief of the 
Decemviri, who had ſcen her in her way chither. One 
day, as ſhe was attentive to the words of inſtruction, 
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a man ſeized upon her, and dragging her before the 
tribunal of his vile employer, dared to claim her 
as his ſlave. Vrzxcrix1vs, her Father, who in vain 
movingly afferted his ſacred right, in whoſe arms ſhe 
ſought an aſylum, ſeeing that nothing but death could 
ſave her from diſhonor, ſlabbed her through the heart; 
and devoting the tyrant to the infernal gods, procured 
for her innocent blood, the glory of delivering her 
country. A.M. 3508. 
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MANLIUS. 


Tims noble patrician was the means of ſaving 
Rome by his ſignal courage. The Gauls attempting 
the capitol, alarmed ſome ſacred geeſe that were kept 
near the temple of Juxo; their gabbling arouſed the 
Romans to their danger. Manlius was the firſt who 
mounted the rampart and oppoſed this formidable at- 
tack by tumbling down two of the enemy, who had 
then ſcaled the walls. By this time others came to 
his aſſiſtance ſo effeQually that all the reſt fell viiims 

to 
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to the temerity of their daring enterprize. The next 
morning the neglectful watch was thrown headlong down 
the rock, and Manrivsrewarded agrecabe to the ſer- 
vice he had effetted. Man ius having obtained the ſur- 
name of Cay1TtToLinus became very haughty and am- 
bitious, which diſpoſition extended even to the deſire 
of obtaining ſovereignty. To attain this object, he 
ingratiated himſelf with the commonality by paying 
their debts and vilifying the nobility. Cornziivs 
Cossus, being now choſen dictator, ſeized MaxLius 
and impriſoned him. The pcople,. however, were ſo 
diſpleaſed at this treatment of their favorite, that he 
ſoon obtained his liberty. Becoming more inſolent, 
and filling the city with ſedition, he was tried by the 
military tribunes directly oppoſite the capitol which he 
had before ſaved. Appealing to the ſervices he had 
done, CamiLLus and the other judges were obliged 
to remove the tribunal to the Palatine Grove, which 
was ſituated without the gates of the city. The ca- 
pitol not being within view of this court, he was 
found guilty of treaſon to the government, and thrown 

from 
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from the Tarpe ian- rock, the place of his higheſt honor 
and greateſt infamy. Thus was Rome ſo jealous of her 
liberties that no merit could attone for any attempt of 
her deſtruftion or infringement. 


Turx x not that the merit of a great action entitles 
auy one to pardon for the commiſion of baſe attempts, 
left that prefamption ſhould prove our ruin, as it did 
Mantivs'ss Such was his ambition that, not con- 
tented with the reſpeQ paid to his valor, he ſought to 
enllave his country. | 


* 


CAMILLLS 


Cams firt fignalized himſelf by taking 

Veii. He previouſly vowed that he would dedicate 

the tenth part of the plunder to Aro ro if he ſuc- 

ceeded in this enterprize. He took it, like a ſecond 

Troy, after it had been beſieged ten years. Having 

thus ſubdued the rival of Rome, he had a more mag- 
wmificent triumph than ordinary. His charriot was 

+ trawn by four milk-white ſteeds, which had ever be- 
fore 


ſore been held ſacred to the gods. No man ever en- 
joyed the ſame honor either before or after him in 
Rome. CamitLvs prevented the impolitic diviſion 
of the inhabitants of Rome, by ſending one half to 
Veli. The ladies, felling their dreſſes or ornaments to 
the amount of ten talents of gold in order to contri- 
bute towards the devoted offerings to Arro to, were 
rewarded with the privilege of ever after having the 
honor of orations at their funerals. CALL us refuſed 
accepting of the city of Falern, which he beſieged, 
being treacherouſly delivered into his power. Such 
was his great diſdain of the ſchoolmaſter who had of- 
fered to effe this baſe and p.cridious act, that he or. 
dered him to be whipped back into his own town by 
his ſcholars who had attended him. The ſoldiers be- 
ing, thus, deprived of their plunder, were diſguſſed, 
and began to plan his ruin. Oppoting again the divi- 
fion of the city, he was accuſed by the tribunes of frau- 
dulent practices. Ile was accordingly fined 1300 


aſſes aud baniſned. Rome being almoſt deſolated by 
7 the | 


* Gauls, the bamiked Canis forgot his wrongs 
in the love of his country. Being in Ardea, he per- 
ſuaded the inhabitants to riſe and fall upon the enemy 
in the night time. This was done fo effectually that 
ſcarcely any of the Gauls who were then encamped 
ſurvived to bear the tidings of their defeat and deſtruc- 
tion, He was, after this, choſen diftator ſeveral 
times, and enjoyed moſt of the chief offices in the go- 
vernment, He entirely routed the Gauls, and was 
hailed by his citizens as a ſecond Rowurus, Having 
performed the greateſt ſervices to Rome, he fell a 
victim to the plague which greatly deſtroyed this 
famous city, A. R. 390. 


Vator, humanity, refitude, and forbearance, join« 
ed to a ſincere love for his country, compoſed the hap- 
py character of Camitius. Unjuſtly baniſhed from 
Rome, he was no ſooner apprized of her danger, than 
he took arms for her aſſiſtance ; and though he could 


not prevent her deſolation, at leaſt ſaved her glory. 
BaEN Ns; 
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Bxzxnvs, who had promiſed to raiſe the ſiege of the 
eapitol for a thouſand pounds of gold, was diſputing on 
the ruins of the city, and had inſolently thrown his 
ſword and belt into the ſcales, ſaying, ** Woe to the 
* conquered ;** when th" unexpected preſence of Ca- 
M1LLUus awed him int reſpect. Camitivus ordered 
his ſoldiers to take away the ſhameful ranſom; and 
turning to the barberian, ſaid, © Leave this deplora- 
ple theatre of thy avarice and cruelty ; follow me to 
« (the feld of honor; there thou ſhalt find that the 
* Rome deliver their country with iron, and not 
en gend,“ which words he juſtified by a com- 
plete victory, A. M. 3502. 


<> 


DECIUs. 


Tui 8 general fell a ſacrifice to that patriotre 
frenzy and ſuperſlition which diſtinguiſhed the Roman 
character from that of every other people. Dzcriva 
and his colleague, Manirius ToxguaTus, were 
ſent by the ſenate to chaſhize the Latins, who demand» 
ed to have one of the conſuls and halt of the ſenators 
choſen out of their nation. According to ſome omens 
and dreams, it was prognoſticated that the general of 
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one party and the army of the other would, certainly 
be deſtroyed. Dzc1us and Mantivs, therefore, 
agreed that in whatever part the Roman army ſhould 
be diſtreſſed, the commander of that part ſhould de- 
vote himſelf to the gods and die for his country. An 
oath confirmed this generous reſolution, It was like- 
wiſe enjoined, that no man, on pain of death, ſhould 
fight without orders. 


Born armies being arranged, an obſtinate engage. 
ment enſued, when the Latins preſſing very irreſiſlibly 
upon that part commanded by Dzc:vus, he, according 
to promiſe, ruſhed into the midſt of the enemy, and 
loſt his life amidſt a great ſlaughter he had made by 
active bravery. The Latins were ſoon after entirely 
| defeated. But this courage of Dzc1vs was not more 
remarkable than the conduct of his colleague Man- 
1.1Us, Who cauſed his own ſon to be put to death for 
fighting without orders, in defiance of the injunction 
which had been, before the commencement of the bat 
| tle, 


11 
tr 


nne. 83 


tle, laid upon the whole Roman army. His fon haw- 
ing challenged and flew MzT1vus, a captain of the 
Tuſculans. Mant1vs, with tears, commended his 
valour—but condemned him to death for his diſobe- 
dience—which, though a ſad—was a profitable exam 
ple to the reſt of the army. 


Dectus was one of thoſe men, who, from the 
weakneſs of th-ir underſtanding, take fanaticiſm for 
virtue; or rather, who, for want of abilities to attain 
the ſplendour of true glory, aim at the vain blaze of 
raſhneſs. The mad action of Cox Trios, who leaped - 
with his horſe and armour into a gulph, becauſe the 
Augurs pretended that it would never cloſe up until 
the moſt valuable things in Rome were thrown into it, 
ſcems more worthy of admiration than all the achive- 
ments of Camitius; and, indeed, was more within 
the reach of imitation, "Thus, in the midſt of a battle, 
in which, as conſul, Dec1us led part of the Roman 
troops againſt the Latins, he pulled off his armour, 
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put on a long white robe, and ſent word to his col. 
league Max ius, that he was going in that attire to 
throw himſelf among the enemies, as a devoted victim 
to the gods for his ſucceſs. It is needleſs to compare 
this flight of folly to rational valour. A. M. 3660. 


FA BRIC IVS. 


Fazzicws was a diſlinguiſhed patrician. He was ſo 
poor that the portions of his daughters were given out of 
the public treaſury, In the battle which the Romans had 
withPys x nvs in Campania, 1800prifonersbeing taken, 
Fazx1cius, with others, were ſent to treat with him 
about their exchange. Py&zuvs being anxious to 
gain the alliance of the Romans with himſelf and the 
Tarentines, endeavoured to get Faznicivs to inter- 
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cede with the ſenators and the people, by treating him 
with the greateſt civility and hoſpitality, He offered 
him gold, aſſuring him at the ſame time that he had 
no other motive than to ſhew reſpect for a character 
of ſuch noble and diſtinguiſhed exceilencies. However» 
Fan Reis remained unſhaken. The next day Py & R- 
nos commanded one of his largeſt elephants, com- 
pletely armed, to be p aced behind the hangings. At a 
ſignal given, the tapeſtry was drawn aſide amidſt the 
diſcourſe. Farzicius, who had never ſeen an ele- 
phant before, betrazed no ſymptoms of terror, but 
with the greateſt calmneſs ſaid, with a ſmile, ** Net- 
6 ther your gold yeſterday, nor your dreadful beaſt to- 
day, can make any impreſſion on me.” PyannusIM-» 
mediately releaſed the priſoners only on promiſe 
that if the ſenate accepted not of peace they ſhould re- 


turn, which they accordingly did agreeable to the 
command of the ſenate, on pain of death. After ano- 
ther battle with Praxuvs who gained the victory, 


. Fangicius was choſen conſul, Being prepared with 
a 
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a new-raiſed army to engage PrxAUurörs, this king's 
phyſician came to him and offered to poiſon his royal 
maſter. But ſuch was the magnanimity of Fam RIH 
that he ſent the traitor back to Py xxnvus who com- 
manded him immediately to be hung for his intended 
treachery and ingratitude, and exclaimed that it was 
not more difficult to turn the ſun from his courſe than 
Fasx1rcius from the paths of honor and virtue. 
Such was the noble ſpirit of the Romans when public 
worth was more eſtimable than perſonal emolument. 


RO 
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f Recurus had jointly with his colleague—conſul 
Mantrus, the command of the flect of 330 fail, 
which the Romans had prepared to attack the Cartha- 
ginians. They engaged and took from Carthage 54 
and ſunk go of their ſhips, with the loſs of only 
24 themſelves. Rzcurvus and Maniivs afterwards 
landing in Africa, the former was created proconſul 
and the latter returned to Rome. RzcvLrvys encamp- 
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mg upon the river Bagrada, was obliged to engage a 
monſtrous ſerpent, which, with the aſſiſtance of his 
army was flain, The ſkin was ſent o Rome, Its 
length according to Livy and Gz1tttvs was 120 feet, 
He took Tunis and ſeveral other cities belonging to 
the Carthaginians, and, at laſt, beſieged Carthage it- 
ſelf. The inhabitants immediately ſued for peace, 
which Rx s refuſed to grant them but upon the 
moſt ſevere terms. XN Trus being appointed to 
the command of the Carthaginian army, obtained a 
victory over the Romans near Clupea, killed go, ooo, 
captured 15,000 with Ar TILIVs RecuLlus their ge- 
neral. Being ſent on parole to Rome to plead for 
peace, and to treat for exchange of priſoners, he per- 
ſuaded the ſenate to continue the war, by repreſenting 
the bad ſituation of the Carthagimans, and enforcing 
the neceſſity of never ſheathing the {word till Carthage 
was deſtroyed. Having, thus, executed his embaſſy, 
he returned moſt heroically to Carthage and informed 
hem of his conduct. He told them he had perſuaded 
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Rome not to hearken to any terms of peace until Car- 
thage ſubmitted to her power and authority. The 
Carthaginians in the deſpite of their revenge, incloſed 
him in a barrel ſuck full of nails with their points to- 
wards him, in which ſtate he died in the moſt exqui- 
ſite torments, about the building of Rome 302. 


Ir was in the golden age of Rome, when her glori- 
ons ſons vied with each other in rectitude, and con- 
tempt of riches, that Carthage, whoſe citizens were 
immerſed in luxury, and enſlaved by avarice, dared to 
contend for empire. Recurus was one of the firſt 
conſuls and generals who humbled the Carthaginians ; 
and though he fell afterwards into their hands, his re- 
peated victories had put them to the neceſſity of ſuing 
ſor peace. 
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F ABIUS MAXIMUS was choſen dictator in conſe- 
quence of the Romans being in the grea eſt conſterna- 
tion at the victories obtained over them by Haxx1- 
Bat. He was ſelefted particularly for his wiſdom 
and experience, caution and boldneſs. He proceeded 
with a conſiderable army to mcet, but not to fight 
HannisBat. His object was to keep him in a perpe. 
tual alarm without hazarding his own troops, and to 
{c1.e the firſt favourable opportunity of taking this dire 
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enemy to the Romans by Turprize or ſtratagem. 
Wherever Haxnisat marched Fanrvs followed, 
At Caſilinum, Fas us had nearly accompliſhed his 
deſign, which was only prevented by HANNIBAI 
tying lighted torches and firebrands to the horns of 
2000 oxen to fright and cauſe the party who were ſur- 
rounding him to leave their poſts, whe © he retreated 
to the rear of his army. 


Fazrvs, thus, failing in his attempt, excited many 
complaints, He was unjuſtly ſuppoſed to have been 
bribed by IIANx MIRAI to let him eſcape. Munirtivs, 
who he had choſen as his maſter of horſe, was inveſted 
with the ſame diQtatorial power. Being ſaved by Fa- 
ais from falling a victim to his own raſhneſs in an 
attack of HAN NHBAL, he reſigned his new acceſſion of 
power, and ſubjected himſelf entirely to the ſupenor 
diſcretion of the dictator. 


Sucu were the cantious proceedings of Max 1: ws 
that he was generally diſtinguiſhed by the appellation 
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of Cunzrator. His circumſye tion cauſed many to 
ſuſpect his courage. But Haxx1naL who knew him 
and his deſigns better, was excecdingly enraged and 
perplexed with his manceuvres, He exerted every 
artifice to render the ſkill and addreſs of Max1mvs 
deſpicable. He braved him frequently in his camp, 
and waſted the country round him. 


Pzx1ncrt VirtaTtus having uſurped from the Ro- 
mans the ſovereignity of Portugal, Faz1us recovered 
it, and afterwards made a peace with the uſurper, who 
was treacherouſly murdered by Scirio, the conſul, 
rontrary to the treaty which Fans had entered inte 
for the protection of Vixiarus, 


Tuis being the laſt important act of this noble gene- 
ral, we have only to conclude that nature ſeemed to 
have formed this man for the protection of the Roman 
empire from the imminent dangers with which it 
was threatened by that unparallelled warrior and Ro- 
man enemy HannxiBAL, 
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Maxcerirvs being created prætor, repulſcd 
ſeveral times with conſiderable lols, Hanxinat 
in his fallies out of Nola, and preſerved Caſili- 
num, which was reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs by the 
attacks of the Carthaginian general, from being taken, 
He defeated the Ligurians and Liburmans, and flew 
V1zipomarvs, king of the Gauls, with his own 


hand, 
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Grxar factions ariſing amongſt the Romans in the 
city of Syracuſe by the murder of Hizzonywus, 
grandſon of its king, Hizxo, Maxceirtus was ſent 
to appeaſe them either by force or perſuaſion. He be- 
ſieged the city by ſea and land—but he was prevented 
from ſtorming it by the famous engines which Ax ent 
MEDEs invented for its defence. Theſe engines caſt pro- 
digious ſtones upon the army, huge beams upon the 
navy, and diſmounted all the batteries of the Romans, 
Maxczlrus, feeling the dire effects of the {kill of 
this mathematician, called him Buariazxzus. This 
Roman general, perceiving that he muſt deſtroy the 
famous city, as he could not reduce it to obedience by 
negociation, could not refrain from tears—eſpecially 
as ſo great a man as Axcninmzves might be involved 
in the general havock. To prevent, however, his be- 
ing ſlain, he ſtrittlyj commanded his men to preſerve 
him. But, being immerſed in his ſtudies, he was 
killed, without ſuſpicion of danger, by a common 
ſoldier, Mazxcziivs cauſcd him to buried with 
| thoſe 
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thoſe diſtinguiſhed honors his wonderful merit deſerv- 
ed. Mascus had various ſucceſſes with Hax- 
NIBAL, With whom he won and loſt ſeveral battles. 
In the year 544 of the building of Rome, he was cre- 
ated the fifth time one of the conſuls. Going againſt 
HanniBAL again, he was ſlain in an ambuſcade. 
He was a valiant ſoldier, and called the Sword, as 
was Fav1tus the Buckler, of Rome. His colleague, 
Carisrinus, was wounded at the ſame time, which 
ſoon afterwards cauſed his death. During the public 
employment of MaxceLLius, the Roman citizens 
werea gain luſtrated, and found to be only 1317108 free 
citizens. This, compared with former luſtrations, 


evinces what great loſſes the Romans ſuſtained in the 
Carthaginian wars, 


Tux clemency of Maxczr rus towards the inhahi. 
tants of Syracuſe, and his anxiety for the life of As- 
CHIMEDES, Who had long fruſtrated his attempts 
againſt the city, proved that he was not inferior in hu- 
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manity and beneficence to Fantus Maxrmvs his 
colleague in the conſulſhip; happy for the Romans, 
and for himſelf, if he had imitated the prudence of 
that great man! Elated with the artful praiſes that 
HAN N I1BAI beſtowed on his valour, he, at laſt, fell 
into one of his ambuſcades ; but by periſhing in it, 
avoided the ſhame of VARRO, who, on his return to 
Rome, after a total defeat, received from the mouth 
of the generous Fan ius, public thanks, for not having 
givenhimſelf up to deſpair. It is not, however, ſo much 
for his overthrow, that he was cenſured by many of his 


countrymen, as for his refined effeminacy of man- 
ners. 
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Sciio AFRICANUS began his public carcer 


with reſcuing his father from Hax xN1BAL, who de- 


feated and wounded him in the firſt battle which he 
fo:uht with the Romans. Ile was choſen at a very 
eariy age, (24) the proconſul for Spain. Four year; 
aftcr, he returned and was elected one of the conſuls, 
FE 4 firous to oppoſe Hanxirar, he was ſent to 
Sic, where he provided himſelf with neeellaries for 
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his intended expedition, In the 14th year of this Pu- 
nic War, Scirio arrived with a conſiderable fleet in 
Africa, where he was joined by Masanissa, king of 
Numidia. Ile immediately attacked Hav xo, who 
was ſlain with 2009 of his men in the conflict. He 
then inveſted Utica. But Syznax marching to its 
relief, Scirio thought it moſt prudent to raiſe the 
ſiege. He, however, again 1velted Utica. Knowing 
the enemy was near, he ſent forme of his ſoldiers in 
the habit of ſlaves to view their camp. This enabled 
him to ſurprize them in ſach a manner as to cauſe 
40, 00 of their men to be Killed, and Occo 1o be ta- 
en priſonc:s. Soon after, he gaicd fo complete a 
\1:tory over the Carthapiniatzs n they were obliged 
io recal tot great chimpion, IKS NIAAU, out of 
Italv. $ciy:o next defeated Syruax and took hun 
prifoner, Nasaxissa taking polſeſſion of his kings 
Gm, from which he had been expelled by Syrnax, 


muncd Soros isa, the wife of the uſurper. Sc1- 
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418864 to ſend her a cup of poiſon, which fhe 
drank with the greateſt fortitude. To comfort Masa- 
x1884 for the loſs he ſuſtained by this ſacrifice, Sei- 
10 proclaimed him king of Numidia, and reſtored 
him to the poſſeſſion of his throne. 


HANNTBAT arriving in Africa, was overcome by 
Scirto, near Zama. The Carthaginians had 20,000 
ſlain, and as many taken priſoners. Being accuſed of 
deſpoiling the public treaſures, he went to Lintu- 
paur, a ſea-town of Campania, in the moſt retired 
manner, ſaying, that © His ungrateful country ſhould 
** not have his bones.” 


EnvDutd with the valour of Max cEHLTLus, and with 
the prudence of Fantus Maximus, he was deſtined 
to crown the glorious labour of theſe two heroes, ly 
the reduction of Carthage. He had the injuries of 
Rome, and the death of his father to avenge on tl.at 
proud city. He not only drove. the Carthagini: ns 

from 


from Spain, but alſo purſuing them to their own 
couutry, there defeated their ſuppoſed invincible Ha x- 
N13AL. But when, after theſe exploits, he found that 
ingratitude was ſtill the vice of his countrymen; he 
devoted the remaind.r of his life to philoſophy and 
ſnrend{hip ; more pleaſed with the remembrance of his 
many acts of humanity, than with that of his atchive- 
ments; more clated with the triumph that in his early 
youth he had gain-d over himſelf, by ſending back to 
her lover a beautiful captive, than with his moſt cele- 
brated victories. 
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FA vanquiſhed the Gauls under Ax to- 
visTus their general. Pur Lir, king of Macedon, 
having joined with HAN NAL excited them to be- 
ſiege and take Abydos. This cauſed FLAMIN TVs to 
be ſent againſt Parr ie four years afterwards. FL A- 
urs and Parr te met at Cynocephalas in Theſlaly. 
In this battle the Roman conquerors ſlew and took pri- 


Aoners 13,000, Fiamixivs granted Purtie peace, 
on 
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en condition of his relinquiſhing all pretenſions to any 
of the cities in Greece. Thus was the liberty of 
Greece the price of victory; for all the cities of Greece 
were free except Sparta, which loſt its freedom by be- 
ing made the affociate with the Acheans after Put oe 
uz had killed the tyraut NABIS. IIis raſhneſe 
was ſuch that Haxx184ar conceived the greateſt hopes 
of entirely ſubduing the Romans under his command, 
The Carthagiuan general provoked him with many 
indignities to engage at Arretium. Haxxinar ſet on 
fire all the country round extending to the lake 
Thraſymene. Fi aminius purſued the enemy fo un- 
adviſedly that he and his whole army fell into an am- 
buſh prepared for him by Hannisat. Such was his 
ſituation that he could neither return nor reſiſt the dan- 
ger with which he was ſurrounded. He was, there. 
fore, {lain with 15,000 of his countrymen, About 
6900 of the remainder found ſufficient courage in their 
deſperation to force the enemy, and regain the top of 
the ountamins. Had they turned upon the Carthagi- 
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nians they would have changed the fortune of the day 
in their favor. The fog with which they were ſurrounded, 
clearing about noon, diſcovered the ſlaughter of their 
army. The fight urged them to ſeek their own ſafety 
by a rapid retreat. In this they were, however, pre- 
vented by Manarzar, who took them at night in a 
village which he ſurrounded. They yeilded them- 
ſelves and their arms the next day, on the promiſe of 
their lives and liberties, which were refuſed by Ha x- 
NIBAL, Who would not keep faith with his country- 
men, He freed all except the Romans, whom he de- 
tained fettered in priſons, and treated with the moſt 
degrading ſervitude, 


CATO 
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Caro derived his name from Carve, in compli- 
ment to his wiſdom and experience. Being choſen 
Cenſor of Rome, he adviſed the deſtruction of Carthage 
as the only means to preſerve the exiſtence of Rome, 
The city adopted and prepared to execute his adviee, 
which was compleated four years after, by the en- 
tire demolition of Carthage, by PurzLivs Cox RTI- 
vs Scirto, While in Spain he rcſtored the Roman 
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dicipline and reduced many of the Spaniſh nations 
which had revolted. It it is ſaid that he excited the 
jealous refentments of the Romans againſt Scieto 
Arricaxus, from his cnvying the honor he had of 
being frequently ſaluted by the Spaniards as their king. 
The ſenate preparing to ſend ambaſſadors into Bithy- 
nia, one had the gout, another the head-ach, and the 
third timidity ; he jeerivgly ſaid, the people of Rome 
were going to ſend an embalſage which had neither 
head, feet, or heart. Such was his hatred to Carthage 
that he never ſpake on any public buſinèſs without 
concluding with ** Delenda et Carthage“ Carthage 
is to be deſtroyed.” His morality was ſo rigid that 
he oppoſed the repeal of the Oppian law, which had 
been ſuggeſted by Orrios, tribune of the people, 
ſoon after the defeat at Caunæ. This law forbad 
women to wear gold, purple, and ſome other orna- 
ments, with which they uſed to adorn themſelves. 
He oppoſed this law being aboliſhed with the greateſt 
ardour, and the moſt ſevere inveighings againſt the 
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ſemales.. However, the women were ſo clamorous, 
and filled the ſtreets ſo tumultuouſly, in defence of 
their ſumptuous privileges, that the law was annulled. 
Notwithſtanding his great anxiety to have Carthage de- 
ſtroyed, he was deprived of living to fee this event; 
for he died ſome little time before it happened, in the 
85th year of his age. 


Rome was corrupted by her conqueſts; the nations 
whom {he had enſlaved, had brought the contagion of 
luxury within her walls. When Caro the Cexsor 
undertook to ſtop the evil in its courſe by his own ex- 
ample, he carried frugality to fordid avarice, con- 
tempt for grandeur to ferocity, courage to raſhnels, 
and love for juſtice to cruelty. Inveſted with the ſu- 
preme dignity of public cenſor, he perſecuted all his 
citizens, bad and good, from a mercileſs and envious 
temper. He hated the Carthayinians for their un- 
couth activity, and the Greeks becauſe he aſcribed 
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floth to politeneſs. He condemned philoſophy and 
blaſphemed the muſes, and, in ſhort, proved that 
exceſs, even in virtue, is a diſorder of the mind, 
as dangerous, and more intolerable, than the irailty 
of the heart, 
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PAULUS AMILIUS. 


Paulus AMILIUS was a very ſkilful command- 
er. He cauſed the eclipſe of the moon to be forctold 
to his ſoldiers, leſt they ſhould be diſcouraged by it in 
the war with Pzz8xus, king of Macedonia, He kept 
the men from fighting when they were fatigued, al- 
though the officers were deſirous to engage. But a 
beaſt paſſing over the river, Enipeus, between the two 
armies, 


, 
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armies, was the cauſe of their engaging. In this bat- 
tle Prxszus loſt the day and his kingdom. Fl, ing 


into Crete where he was abandoned, he ſurrendered 
himſelf to Ocravius. /Emiitivs ſcverel) chaſtized 
the Eſpeiſts for joining PEAszus. He plundered and 
demoliſhed 70 of their towns, by Which ſo great a 
booty was acquired that every fooi-ſoldter received to 
the amount of 71 lerling, and each of the cavalry 
twice that ſum. Although he had been denied a tri- 


umph by his ſoldiery, who had beſore been diſappoint- 


ed in their plunder of Macedonia ; yet he afterwards 
gained one ſo magnificent as ſcarcely had its equal 
before in Rome. Pexrszvus, and his two ſons were 
led in great flate and ſplendor before his triumphal 
chariot. Inthis year the ſecond Mliecedonian war was 
ended, after three years coutinuance, Thus was ter- 
minated the Macedonian kingdom a'ter it had contt- 
nued 156 years fince the death of AL EXANUER, and 


ſeveral ceuturics before, Aimitivs is ſaid by Party. 
CULUS 
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cv1ivs to have brought, by the conqueſt of Pexszvus, 


200 millions of ſeſterces into the Roman treaſury, 


AccorvinetoPaTucurus, this renowned Roman 
-encral died 160 years before Cuxisr, amidil the ge- 
neral Iamentations of a city to which he had rendered 


the moſt ſignal, glorious, and eſſential ſervices. 


Fox /Emiiivs to have contained within the bounds 
of ſubjection the warlike and powerful AnTio- 
*uvs, king of Syria; to have made a captive, and 
drawn before his triumphal chariot, Pzzxszus, the 
ſovereign of Macedonia, were achivements not un- 
common tothe Romans; but to have, in a degenerate 
time, choſen che path of integrity in his progreſs to 
honor and power, is what can be rarely found in the 
annals of hiſtory, Although he ſupported with dige 
ally, the advantages of an illuſtrious birth, and the 
prerogatives annexed to his ſunction of chick of the 
Augurs; he truſted to virtue only for fame. By his 

ſirmneſs 
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firmneſs, he reſtored the unruly ſoldiers to a ſevere 
diſcipline. The ſame humanity and juſtice which he 
practiſed among his countr, men, were not denied to 
the conguered nations, who, afrer his death, vied 
with the Romans in thoſe tears of gratitude, which 
are ſeldom granted to departed greatneſs. 


SCIPI«) 


T 


Scmo EMILIANUsS was one of the moſt diftin- 
guiſhed patrons of learning in Rome. He was the ſon 
of the conſul, and adopted by the ſon of Ar RI 
nos. Under his patronage flouriſhed the claſſic co- 
mic writer, TER EN, who brought the Roman lan- 
guage to the oreateſt purity and perfection. The cou- 
rage and wiſdom of Scirio frequently preſerved the 
Roman army from falling the victims of the Carthagi- 

11 mans 
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nians, He gained the maſter of che Carthaginian 
horſe to eſpouſe the Roman intereſt, which acquired 
him conſiderable credit. Being choſen conſul, he 
took that part of Carthage, called Megara, and drove 
the inhabitants into the citadel of Byrſa. After ſecuring 
the Iſthmus and blockading the enemy, he attacked the 
forces that were ſtationed in the field with ſuch ſucceſs 
that 70,000 were ſlain and 10, ooo taken priſoners. He 
next attacked and took the wall leading to the Haven, 
Citho, the forum, and the citadel itiſelf. As rRUIAI, 
with 50,000 ſaved themſelves, (by yeilding) from the 
general deſtruction which awaited the city ard its In- 
trabitants. The wife of AsTavzar threw herſelf 
and children mto the flames which had been kindled 
for the burning of the temple, in which the revolters 
who had fet it on fire, leaped and periſhed. This 
magnificent city, which was 24 miles in circumfer- 
ence, was conſigned to deſtruftion, It was 17 days 
conſuming by fire, The news of its demolition was 


received 


3 


. Re. , 
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received with the greateſt joy by the Romans, who 
had ordered that all the cities which aſſiſted in 
this war ſhould be deſtroyed in the fame manner, and 
the lands confiſcated to the Romans. He next chaſed 
the Carthaginians from Spam, and deſtroyed Nu» 
mantia, a famous city in Gallætia. Being thought 
to favour the Italians more than the Romans, the 
people became much dilfatisfied with his conduct. He 
was found dead one morning, after no previous illneſs, 
and ſuppoſed to have been poiſoned by his wife 
and mother-in-law. n 


Scirio Auiliaxus owed his birth to Paulus 
KEullius, and was the adopted grandſon of Scirio 
Azz1canxus; happy for him if he had inherited the ſo- 
cial as well as the heroical virtues of his two illuſtrious 
fathers! More elated for having given the laſt blow of 
deſtruttion to the already daunted Carthage, than thoſe 
heroes were after theu greateſt atchivements, he carried 
his haughtineſs even to the ſanfQuary of his family, 

1 2 Caius: 
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Carvs Graccus, his brother-in-law, found ſo imperi- 
ous and obſtinate an adverſary in him; his wife Sz + 
RON 14 ſo arbitrary an huſband, that they were both 
ſuſpected of having procured for him the untimely 
death with which his overbearing temper was rewarded, 
Thus proving, that a proud and unjuſt man is more 
to be dreaded by his friends than even by his enemies. 


A. M. 3804. 


CAIUS 
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CAIUS MARIUS. 


1 

Cubus MARIUS was firil choſen legatus, or lieu- 
tenant to MxTELIUS. IIe obtained the conſulſhip by 
cenſuring the condułt of Merz: rus in the Jugar- 
thine war. Maxztivs ſhewed his expertneſs in war, 
by taking the ſlrong cities of Capſa and Mulucha from 
JucarTu, who immediately perſuaded Bornrus, 
king of Mauritania, and his father-m-law to join him, 
Maxis then inveſted Cirta, and attacked Bovuvs, 

13 who, 
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who, with 60,000 men had come to defend it. After 

a battle which continued three days, the two kings A 
were entirely defeated. Maztrus, in a ſucceeding i 
battle, is reported to have killed go, ooo. Bovuvs 
immediately repenting of his league with Ju ARTN, 
ſent and offered alliance to Rome. This offer they 
refuſed—but pardoned his arming againſt their inter- 
eſts. Maxtus ſoon after took JucarTa in an am- 
buſcade, and delivered him to Syr ta his Quæſlor. 
This king, with his two ſons, being led in triumph by 
Maztus, were next, by order of the ſenate, execut- 
ed. Thus ended the Jugarthine war, which had con- 
:tinued ſeven years. | 


F We” » ward „ 


Marius next engaged in a ſucceſsful war againſt 
the Cimbrians (now the Danes) who had made dread- 
ful irruptions in ſeveral parts of the Roman territories, 

He took TyxvroBorcavs their king, priſoner, In 
a a ſucceeding war with theſe vagrant deſpoilers, Ma- 
nu gained a battle in which 140,000 were killed, 


and 


H- 


H IS TOR M. 


119 


and 60,000 taken priſoners, which ended this conteſt, 
after a continuance of twelve years. He was engaged 
in the Social War, and cauſed the firſt Civil War, in 
which he was nearly taken by SyLLta and Pourzv. 
Being baniſhed, he poſted his army upon the Janica- 
lum Hill in order to cut off all reſources of the city. 
His being abrogated, Maz1us, and Cixwa who had 
joined him, entered the city and committed the moſt 
outrageous plunders. Contrary to their oath they 
cauſed Oc ravius, the conſul, to be killed and his 
head to be fixed upon the Roſtra. They ſpared nei- 
ther age, worth, or dignity. Not content with ſpread - 
ing the moſt dreadful carnage throughout, the dead 
bodies were, after being mangled, left to be devoured 
by dogs and kites, This monſter was conſul ſeven 
times, and died in the yoth year of his age amidſt the 
exccrations of thoſe he cauſed to lament ſo ſeverely 
his cruelty, perſidy, and ambition. 


Caius Marxtvs, born from the very dregs of the 
peaple, having received from nature an horrid figure 
14 and 
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and an attrocious ſoul, he had only a brutal valour. 
To this laſt gift his unwary countrymen truſted their 
hberty ; and though he begun the career of ambition 
by the blackeſt ingratitude againſt Mzrertrus, his 
general and benefattor, they puſhed him forward and 
inveſted him with abſolute power. He defeated the 
Teutonics, the Ambrones, the Cimbn, and delivered 
Rome from all her enemies but himſelf, the very 
worſt of them all. Seven times elected conſul, he re. 
paid that unuſual honor with a ſeries of injuſtice and 
outrage, Having fled from the hatred of the victori- 
ous SyL ia, he returned with a redoubled fury; and 
including in his revenge friends and enenues, innocent 
and guilty, drenched his country in blood, He avoid- 
ed the ſword of the laws, but died by the ſhafts of 
remorſe, A. M. 3863. 


SYLLA 
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5 | 
SyLLA learned from Mazrvs that ſkill in war 
which he afterwards employed againſt him. He took 
Corrt us, king of the "Voloſous in Gaul. Mrrturie 
vdaTES, king of Pontus, having by his ambition, cru- 
elty, and inſolence, enraged the Romans, Syr ta, 
as conſul, was ordered to undertake the war againſt 
him. He defeated him ſo completely that their king 
and tyrant was obliged to ſue for peace, which Sy. La 


granted 
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granted notwithſtanding he is ſaid to have cauſed 
150,000 Romans and Italians to be ſlain in one day, 
and in cold blood. The Civil War breaking out, 
Sy11 4 croſſed the ſea with 1600 ſhips and 60,000 
men, and landed at Brunduſium where he was joined 
by Mzter tus Picke, Pour, and Cernzcus, 
againſt Cixxa and Maztus. A battle was ſoon 
fought at Canufium, where Nozaxus the conſul, 
looſing 6060 men, fled to Capua. Sc1y1o and his ſon 
falling into the power of Sy1 1 a, were very generouſly 
reſtored to liberty. He next entered Rome and ſold 
by auction the effefts of thoſe citizens who fled from 
his vengeance. Leaving a garriſon in the city, he 
marched to Cluſium and gained ſeveral victories over 
the conſul, Cæ ano, who at laſt fled to Africa, leaving 
30,000 men at Cluſium. Theſe Pomrzy killed, cap- 
tured and diſperſed. Sy IIA, thus, being poſſeſſed of 
all Italy, again entered Rome determined to proſecute 
his enemies with every miſery and calamity his crucl 
vengeance could ſuggeſt. He killed many thouſands 


In 
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in a moſt barbarous manner. 8000 were put to death 
in a large houſe called the Villa Publica. Men were 
ſlain in the embraces of their wives, children in the 
arms of their mothers, while the ſoldiers were ordered 
to butcher all they met without diſtindtion. Not hav- 
ing ſufficiently ſated his cruel appetite for ſlaughter in 
the firſt moment of his vengeance, he only pauſed to 
denounce more deliberately the particular objeds of his 
revenge. This he did by publiſhing the tables of pro- 
ſcription which devoted Bo ſenators and 16,000 knights 
to deſtruction. Some of theſe were ſlain in the ſtreets, 
while others proſtrate at his feet begged their lives 
but had their effects confiſcated. This proſcription 
was extended through all the cities of Italy. Neither 
the temples of the gods, nor the ſanctuaries afford- 
ed protection. He cauſed himſelf to be created per- 
petual dictator, which in the third year, to the ſur- 
prize of all, he reſigned. This monſter terminated 
his horrid exiſtence in a fate worthy his afts. His 
body was putrified and covered with vermin, 

SYLLA 
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SyL1 A was even more execrable than his enemy 
Carvs Mantus; for having received an education 
conformable to his noble birth, he turned all the ad- 
vantages which he received from it againſt his country. 
With a ſerene countenance, he ordered rapines, mal- 
ſacres, and all forts of crimes ; in the midſt of revels and 
mirth, he often inſerted the names of the virtuous and 
wealthy citizens in the dreadful liſt of his bloody pro- 
ſcriptions. With unparalleled impudence, he ſubvert- 
ed all order, and overturned the moſt excellent laws. 
And though his life was ſpared by his countrymen, he 
at laſt died a victim to the divine wrath. A. M. 3871. 
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SerToRVS was an admirable expert commander 
of CinwA's party, and drove out Sy 1 14's party from 
Spain. Having joined the Celtiberians, who had 
before been ſucceſsful againſt MztzLLus; he at- 
tempted no leſs than the invaſion of Italy. The ſen- 
ate ſent Powrzy againſt him. Poxrezy, I Han» 
N1BAL, paſſed the Alps. SzxTor1vs reduced this 
Roman general to the greateſt diſtreſſes, which obliged 
him to ſend to Rome for ſupplies, Theſe arriving 

were 
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were of no ſervice againſt the warlike abilities of 
SzxToORIYs, No conſiderable battle was fought be- 
tween them. He was thought invincible by the Spa- 
niards who admired him as a ſecond HAN NIIAL. 
But what could not be eſſected againſt him by war was 
done by his own intemperance and difobliging treatment 
of his chief ſoldiers in preferring the Celtibetians for his 
guard, This acceleration of his ruin was increaſed by 
his inſolent, debauched and cruel temper. He put 
many to death without reaſon, juſtice or neceſſity. 
PrRTENNMA, who commanded the forces ſent from tlie 
army of Lrripus, being apprehenſive that he might 
himſelf fall the next vitim of his barbarity, endeavor- 
ed to prevent it by the following ſtratagem, which no- 
thing but the neceſſity of ſelf-preſervation could pal- 
liate. He invited SzzTortus to a ſumptuous feall 
at which he made him and his companion entirely in- 
toxicated. Being, thus, rendered incapable of de- 
fending himſelf or being defended, he was murdered 
by PzzrzxnnAa. This was too inglorious an end for 
ſo great a ſoldier who had ſo ably and valiantly reſiſted 
all the Rowan forces that had been ſent againſt him, 
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S:rTORIUS flew from the cruelty of SyLta, and 
retired to Spain, where his valour and humanity ac- 
quired him a little empire of faithful ſubjeQs, and an 
army of undaunted warriors. With them he defeated 
all the generals who were ſent againſt him; but, as 
he loved his country fo much as he hated its tyrant, 
he obliged the barbarians to reſpect the priſoners ; and 
endeared the Roman name to them by all the aQts of 
benevolence that his zeal could ſuggeſt. He found- 
ed a ſchool ſor their children, and convinced them 
that learning is the firſt ſtep towards greatneſs. Fame 
having carried his name to Aſia, he received an am- 
bally from MirnRTDAT ES, with preſſing entreaties to 
aſiociate their intereſt and glory, but he refuſed a con- 
lederacy with ſo declared an enemy of Rome, His 
generoſity was blamed by thoſe of his countrymen, 
who had fled to him, by whom he was treacherouſly 
alſaſſinated. A. M. 3879. 


LUCULLUS, 
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Lucuilus was conſul with Corr. Being a 
brave general, he was ſent againſt Mitnzipares 
whom he found beſieging Cyzicus, a city of Propentis, 
where he reduced this ambitious king to the greate? 
extremities. He intercepted 15,000 men who weite 
flying from the famine with which they were ſur— 
rounded, and flew a conſiderable number of thoſe with 
whom the king himſclf was endeavouring to eſcape. 


Lucutuvs gained ſeveral vittories at ſea, and too“ 
many 


many of MT DATES commanders. This prince 
ſaved himſelf ſrom being taken by going on board a 


pirate's veſſel, which, after many difficulties landed 


him in his own kingdom. Lucur tus purſued him, 
and having defeated him in a battle, cauſed him to fly 


tolrtcranss, in America, for protection. All Pontus, 


except a few places, yeilded to this Roman conſul, 
who received as a preſent, a crown of gold from Mac- 
1arzs, king of Boſphorus. This victor followed 
MirukxiDar Es to America, and demanded him to be 
delivered to the Roman power. Ticxanzs re- 
fuſing, Lucvrrius ſuddenly paſſed the river Eu- 
phrates with two legions, and about goco horſe, with 
which he took, after a great ſlaughter, the metropolis, 
Triganorerta, which ſurrendered itſelf. Lucuttus 
then eluded the united endeavors of Ticxanzs and 
Mirazipatts to ſurround him with two conſi- 
derable armies they had raiſed. This conſul being 
luperceded, by the ſenate appointing Grasr1o te 
ke the command, all his army abandoned him. 
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Mirusxiparzs immediately recovered the greateft 
part of his kingdom. Loco tes returning to Rome, 
carried with him a conſiderable quantity of booty, 
furalned a public library, advanced the Roman refine- 
ment and luxuries in their feaſts, buildings, aud fur- 
niture. He was, likewiſe, the firſt who brought the 
cherry-tree out of Pontus into Italy. 


Tur reign of virtue, in Rome, being paſt, Lucur- 
tvs thought prudent to treaſure up the rich ſpoil he 
had won in Aſia, from the kings MiTrnzxrvartes and 
Tricrantgs; and having devoted the beſt part of his 
life to his country, he reſolved to dedicate the re- 
mairder of it to caſe and ſplendour. Pomyzy, who 
had robbed him of his laſt laurels, wanting alfo to 
take from him the fame of being the moſt ſumptuous 
and delicate of men, invited himſelf, with Crcx xo, 
to ſup with him, inſiſting that he ſhou!d not fend any 


orders for preparations, LycyLtLvys ſeemingly com- 
| plied; 
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plicd; but, by telling his ſervant that he intended to 
paſs the evening in the faloon of AroL Lo, he defeated 
his malice ; for, as on each of his apartments was ſet 
the price of the entertainment which was to be made 


init, he ſurprized him with his uſual profuſion. A. 
M. 389g. 


K 2 CRASSUS, 
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Cxassbs was proconſul in Africa, and a perfor. 
of great riches and nobility. At this time a rebellion 
in the ſtate was raiſed by SerarTacvs, a Gladiator, 
who, having eſcaped from a fencing-ſchool at Capua, 
raiſed a vagabond army of 70,000: with this he hac 


overthrown many Roman commanders and two con- 
ſuls. But in the third year he was himſelf entircly 
defeated by Crassus. When the firſt triumvirate 
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was formed, Cx assus was choſen by CsAR as the 
third, with himſelf and Pour zy. Caxsan, fearing 
he might be recalled from Gaul, perſuaded Powers y 
and Crassus to endeavour to obtain the conſulſluip 
and to continue him in his warlike employments for 
tive years longer. Powrey and CRASSUs, by violence, 
obtained the conſulſhip, aud C.xsar was continued 
live years more in his goverment ol Gaul. Crassvs 
undertook the Syrian and Parthian War, while Po:- 
rt was deputed to engage the Africans and Spaniards. 
Crassus prepared with the greatelt alactity for hi, 
expedition, IIe purſued his journey with a confider- 
able degree of vigour. In his march he rifled the tem- 
ple at Jeruſalem to the value of 10,000 talents, which 
Poxrsy, much to his honor, had ſpared. In his pal- 
ſage he evinced that his diſpoſition was more avarict- 
ous than brave: he lifted many in order to diſcharge 
them again for money, He neyglefted the opportuni— 
150f attacking the Panhinns when they were defence. 
Is, until they acquired ſufficient force to flay him 
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with 30,000 of his Roman army. Theſe barbarians 
being apprized of his avarice, and ſuppoſing that he 
had made war againſt them more for plunder than 
glory, melted gold and poured it into his dead body 
in order to fill it with that which, when alive, his 
heart could never be ſatisfied with, His death happen- 
ed about the year of Rome 694. B. C. 57. 


Caas5svs had nothing to boaſt of but an odious ava- 
rice, having done all which that baſe paſſion could in- 
vent. He ſhamefully bought the ſpoils of his coun- 
trymen, becauſe the cruel SyL ra ſet upon them the 
ſame low price which he had put on their blood ; and 
contrived every ſort of means to enrich himlelf by the 
public calamities. By a crafty kindneſs to Casar, 
for whoſe debts he anſwered, he procured himſelf to 
be aſſociated with him and Powrzy in the empire of 
the world; which he divided among them according 
to their reſpettive inclinations ; for, Cs had Gaul 
to conquer, Pour t Rome to ſhine in, and Caas5us 

Parthis 
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Parthis to plunder ; but he blindly fell into the ſnares 
of a traitor, who engaged his army in a ſandy wilder- 
neſs, where he ſaw his ſoldiers and his valiant ſon 
periſh by want and fatigue. At laſt he was maſſacred, : 
the juſt reward of his contemptible vices. A. M. 3897. 


"6,3 


Ks POMPEY. 


F OMPEY, from his ſucceſs in war obtained the 
furname of Great. He triumphed three times over 
Europe, Aſia, and Africa. By thele victories he 
doubly encreaſed the Roman revenue and territories. 
Having conquered MirnxiDbATESs, he informed the 
people that he had found leſſer Aſia the boundary—bur 
he had left it the middle of the Roman empire, He 
was one of the famous triumvirate who afſumed the 

government 
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government of Rome and its dependencies, What 
lexfure he ſound from his wars, he employed in the 
ſtudy of eloquence and literature. He performed the 
moſt ſignal acts of bravery and ſucceſs in the firſt civil 
war, defeated CaO with 20,000 in Africa, king 
SezTORIUS in Spain, and deflroyed the pirates with 
which the Romans were infeſled. To theſe glorious 
ations he added the entire defeats of Mirurinartes, 
Trcrangs, and many other caſtern kings. For theſe 
ſervices he obtained a moſt magnificent triumph. 
Through the intrigues of Caro, Pour was oppoſed 
by the ſenate, which was the ultimate cauſe of him- 
ſelf, Cxsax and Crxassvs being choſen triumvirates 
who deſtroyed the confular ard popular ſlate, Ile 
next aſſiſted Cxsax in his conſullhip, procured the 
reſtoration to Cicrno, and afterwards gained, by 
force, the conſulſhip with Crassus, Envying the 
riſing powerof Cs, he quarrelled with him, and 
abandoned Rome, and afterwards Italy, Dung this 
voluntary exile, he lad exited all the intereſt of the 
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eaſt in his favor, by which he obtained conſiderable 
ſea and land forces, with which he had many wars 
with his rival. He had in his camp above 200 ſena- 
tors, who alſembled in the form of a ſenate ;: among 
theſe was M. Buurus. During this time, the ſor— 
tune of Crsa was doubtful. He, however, with 
20,000 ſoot and Coo horſe met Pomrey at Pharſalia. 
Before the atiack began Casa was re-inforced by 
Mani Arruoxy and Catoxus, with g legions and 
800 horſe, Aer many parleus and [ku miſlis, theſe 
heroes prepared to engage for the empire of the world. 
Pourzv's army confilled of 43, % foot and 7coo 
horſe; while Cxsar's, according to PruTARCn, 
was 22,000 ſoot aid 100 hurſe. They engaged; the 
reſult was the defeat of Powurey, and C.xsar poilell- 
ing the empire of the world. Poux fled to Egypt, 
where he was murdered by Achs and Str 
Mus, by the iuſtigation of tic goveraors of Pror EM, 


who was chen a minor. 


Pour, 
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Pour EV, a favorite of Sy1.1 a, perfectly knew the 
paths which he had trodden to arrive at arbitrary pow- 
er; and ſaw that by vitiating the vital parts of the 
Roman conſtitution, he had rendered liberty almoſt 
a burden to the multitude. None was ever better 
fituated than Powyey for aiming at ſovereignty. En- 
amnoured with pageantry he over-ran with arms 
three parts of the world, merely to drag after his tri- 
umphal chariot ſome captives of every nation. His 
narrow neſs of mind was taken for virtue, till he mani- 
ſeſled it, firſt by his union, and afterwards by his rup- 
ture with Cxsar, at whoſe hoſtile march he left 
Italy, and gave up the empire, after having ſcarce 
fought a battle for it; then running headlong into the 
glaring ſnares of Protemy, by whoſe order he was 
murdered, convinced the world, how much a vain 


man is incapable to attain true greatneſs, A. M. 3902- 


CATO 
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Caro PORCIUS ihe younger, was the grandſon 
of Caro Poncivus the elder and moralift. He op- 
poſed Cs inpufuding the Romans not to adopt 
rigorous puniſhments for the crimes of Ca TAH NE and 
his alſociates. Crcxxo having been the chief cauſe 
of ſaving Rome from this conſpiracy, Cato ſi; led 
him the“ Father of his country,” He oppoſed Fo- 
rer in his interefls aud political ambition, CASA 


defiring 
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deſiring that the formality of the candidate for the 
conſulſhip being preſent might be diſpenced with, 
was ſucceſsfully oppoſed byCaro, who was always de- 
ſirous of the laws being maintained in their utnoſt 
rigour. He, however, relaxed from this rigid ditci- 
pline when the queſtion of bribery was debated. He 
thought the welfare of the commonwealth required the 
law for its puniſhment to be ſometimes diſpenſed with, 
Caro was ſent from Rome by the intrigues of Cro- 
bios. In the civil war between CæsAR and Pou- 
EY, he joined the camp of the latter. By his advice, 
it was determined by the ſenators who were in Pou- 
erzy's army, that no Roman citizen ſhould be put to 
death out of battle, and that no town ſubject to the 
Roman empire ſhould be plundered. At the defeat 
of Pomezy at Pharſalia Caro was the only general 
remaining. He fled to Utica, where he eſtabliſhed a 
ſenate compoſed of 300 Romans, who had eſcaped 
with him to this retreat. Finding the danger of this 
aſylum being attacked by Cs, he adviſed 1 his 

CC: ions 


companions either to ſave themſelves by fea, or rely 
on the clemency of. the conqueror. He embraced 
them with the greateſt tenderneſs and retired, with 
his ſword, to his chamher, where he read, during a 
part of the night, the Phædo of Pr aro concerning 
the immortality of the foul, Having ſlept ſome little 
time, juſt as day appeared he took his ſword and 
thruſt it into his heart, This not diſpatching him, he 
ſtaggered and fel] upon his bed: in his fail he threw 
down a table on which he had drawn ſome geometri- 
cal figures. The noiſe alarmed his ſlaves, who, with 
his ſons and friends, entered his chamber, where he 
might have been recovered had he not reſolved to ex- 
pire ; which he did in the prefence of all who had 
come to his aſſiſtance. Thus died Caro. Cxsar 
hearing of his fate ſaid, Cato has envied me the 
„glory of ſaving his life; I, therefore envy him the 
glory of his death.” - 


Tuis great man, inherited the firmneſs of his grand- 
ſir: 
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fire Caro the Cxx80r, without any of his faults; 
for, he was at the ſame time juit and humane, wiſe and 
humble, axconomical and liberal. He eagerly eſpouſed 
the eaule of his country, in whoſe defence he employ- 
ed forcible eloquence and undaunted courage. As he 
was the profeſſed enemy of all kinds of tyrants, he nei- 
ther truſted the moderation, nor flattered the pride of 
Pour, Whoſe party he at laſt followed, only be- 
cauſc he judged it the leſs dangerous, and the more 
eaſy to be overruled, The African ſhore, to which he 
conducted the remains of Pour y's army, the city of 
Utica, which he undertook to defend, gave a new em- 
ployment to his general benevolence, At laſt, ſees 
ing CAR had ſubdued the good genius of Rome, 
he ſlew himſelf; thinking it virtue not to ſurvive the 
publ:c liberty, A. M. 3904- 


* 


CATALINE, 
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Lucius CATALINE was deſcended from an il- 
luſtrious family. He was ſuſpetted of having injur- 
cd a Veſtal virgin, and murdeaed his own ſon front 
zealouſy, Taving contratted by his luxury, de- 
bauchery, and extravagance, debts which he could not 
pay, he formed a conſpiracy to polleſs Rome in order 
to devote it to the plunder of himſelf and his follow e's. 
He devoted Ciczro and ſeveral ſcrators as objects of 


us 
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his vengeance. The deſign, however, being commu- 
nicated by a proſtitute to Crcx ro, the ſenate and city 
were apprized in time to ſave Rome from being burnt, 
and its inhabitants plundered and maſſacred. The ſe- 
nate being afſembled, Cararrxe appeared, and with 
the moſt conſummate hypocriſy diſavowed the deſign.” 
He, however, thought proper to depart that evening 
for Hetruria. Some of the conſpirators being taken, 
they were all executed. CarTarting himſelf was ſoon 
after overtaken by C. Antonius, near the Alps, as he 
was paſſing into Gaul to levy additional forces. Car a- 
E with his ſmall army engaged the conſul—and was 
ſainwith all his followers. Although the cauſe was atro- 
c10u5, he and his army fought with the greatoſt re ſolu- 
tion until ſcarcely one remained to bear the tidings of 


ther defeat, 


He was a man of vigorous mind and body. There 
was no labour he could not endure, no danger he 
Could not meet, no enterprizche could not plan, nor any 

1 villainy 
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villainy he would not execute to gratify his ambition, 
luxury, or reſentment, The depravity of the Roman 
P 21 encouraged this worthleſs character with the hope 
of finding the effeminate and tyrannical Romans, 
(as he deſcribed them) fall an eaſy ſacrifice to his re- 
venge and ambion. 


JULIUS 
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J ULIUS CASAR was nearly loſt to Rome by 
being included in the proſcription of SYIILA. He 
greatly contributed to the firſt great authority of Powe 
ty, In CarALINE's conſpiracy he evinced himſelf 
to be a friend to humanity. But he firſt diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf as a warrior by his ſucceſſes in the Spaniſh 
wars, Having refuſed his triumph, he joined Po u- 
rz and CaAtssus in the firſt triumvitate. He was 

L 2 choſen 
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choſen conſul. Afterwards he undertook expeditions 
againſt the Gauls, Germans, and Britains, over whom 
he obtained the moſt glorious victories. Returning to 
Rome, he differed with Powmrzy and the ſenate, and 
finally defeated Pomrzy at Pharſalia, and rendered 
himſelf maſter of Italy. He went again to Spain and 
fought with Arzanius and PxTzxtus. After this he 
commenced war in Egypt, where he fell in love with 
Crrorarra. He eredted a temple to the memory 
of Pourty. Returning from Egypt, he attacked and 
defeated Pu Ax MAC ES, fon of MiTuribartes. He then 
. Proceeded to Caro, and the reſt of thoſe who had 
attached themſelves to Pomyzxy. Caro having flain 
himſelf ended C sAR's war with Africa. He then 
returned to Rome and triumphed for all his victones. 
Having performed theſe achievements in war, he be- 
gan to cultivate the arts, ſciences, and refinements of 
peace. His moſt memorable att of this nature wes 
the regulation of the year in that mode which has been 
ſince called, from him, the Julian Calendar, He at- 


terwards 
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terwards undertook an expedition againſt the ſons of 
Pourz in Spain, where he obtained a deciſive vic- 
tory at the Plains of Munda, and flew go, ooo of the 
enemy, Here he ſaid that, “ At all other places he 
had fought for glory—but at Munda he had fought 
* for his life.” Returning once more to Rome, the 
greateſt honors were conferred on him by his idoliers, 
the people, who created him perpetual dictator. This 
perpetuity of power excited not only the jealouſy but 
the fears of Baures, Casstes, Casta, and others 
in ſuch a manner as to determine them to reſtore 
Rome from this danger to its liberties by the aſſaſſina- 
tion of C. A conſpiracy was formed, and this 

moſt wonderful character was murdered on the ides 
of March, at the foot of Powys y's ſlatue inthe ſenate, 


Jenn © nan had purſued the wars for the Ro- 


mans in Gaul fr the Tpace of ten years, ſtormed 800 
towns, Tub nd 205 Hates for them, and carried the 
gy y Of ther wine 2: far as the Britfh ſhore z when, 


L's inſtead 
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inſtead of the honors which he deſerved ; he was de- 
.clared a traitor, and as ſuch perſecuted with a blind 
and perverſe obſtinacy. He pitied the folly of their 
alarms for a liberty which they had long before loſt in 
torrents of blood; and whoſe ſhadow they daily offer. 
ed to the ſhrine of Po ue EV their empty idol, whom he 
ſoon overthrew at the head of his worſhipers. He 
then endeavoured to turn their eyes on true greatneſs 
and unaffeted virtues, to win their hearts with the 
united powers of clemency and mumficence. Fruit- 
leſs care! Though he had reſtored Rome to peace and 
grandeur, he was maſſacred in the midſt of the ſe- 
nate. A. M. 3906. 


* 


CICERO 


Cicero is ſaid to have been fo called from a 
wart, like a pea, which he had on his forchead, or 
being deſcended lineally from Arrius, king of Voſci, 
who was called CicERO, or from another wart, re- 
ſembling a chick-pea, which he had on his noſe. He 
was made prætor, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
oration in favor of Powrzy having unlimited power 
over the army, By his {kilful management, vigilance, 

L 4 and 
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and penetraſion, CaTALINVE's conſpiracy was rende:- 
ed abortive, by which Rome and 1ts citizens were 
preſerved from the deſtruction to which they were de- 
voted. He was baniſhed by CLopivs, who cauſed, 
likewiſe, his houſe, villages, and furniture to be de- 
moliſhed} On the ſpot was ereticd a temple to li- 
berty. By the intereſt of Pourzty, Ciczro was re- 
called from baniſhment. Mi Zo having killed Cr o- 
vivs, Cickxo became his advocate. But all his 
pleadings were in vain; for Miro vas baniſhed. 
Cicero returning from his government of Cilicia, 
demanded, for his great exploits, a triumph, which 
was refuſed. Mazx Ax TH Ox was by Ciezro de- 
clared an enemy to the ſlate. Cxsar being dead, 
ArnTroxy endeavoured to revenge himſelf for the in- 
vectives caſt upon him by C:czro in his orations— 
Cie xxo, to avoid the dangers which threatened him, 
put to ſea. But not being able to endure it he re- 
turned to land, determining to die in a country he had 
ſo frequently preſerved. Ciczro perceiving thoſe 

who 
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who came to aſſaſſinate him, ordered his litter to be 
ſet down, when he, with the greateſt icſignation 
laid out his neck to Lexa, who he had by his elo- 
quence before ſaved from condemnation. LEA cut 
off his head aud hands, which he ſent to AxnTuony., 
This vindictive character when he ſaw them, could 
not avoid inſulting the lifelefs members of the body 
crying out, that his revenge was ſatisſied, and he had 
no further occaſion for proſcriptions. Thus fell the 


renowned Cicero inthe 63d. year of his age. 


Cicero was born in the moſt depraved times of 
Rome, when the commonwealth being arrived at the 
ſummit oi its graadeur, Nood on the brink of ruin. 
He, from his carlieſt years, devoted himſelf to elo- 
quence, in order to ſtem the torrent of corruption 
which overwhelmed his country. IIis fagacity and 
vigilance faved his fellow-citizens from the conſpiracy 
of Carr NE; and his integrity ſupported him in 
the unjuſt exile with which Cronies rewarded the 

labour 
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labour of his glorious confulſhip. Recalled with ho- 
nor, he expoſed himſelf to new dangers, by ſiding 
with the juſteſt party ; and, at laſt, loſt his life, when 
the Romans were irretrievably enſlaved. AxTrony, 
to whoſe vengeance he fell a facrifice, cauſed his head 
and hands to be cut off, and ſet upon that ſame roſtrum 
from which he laſhed the rich and ſo eloquently pro- 
tefted the poor and friendleſs, A. M. 3907. 


KK 
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MARCUS 
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Maxcos BRUTUS was a roman ſenator who 
joined the intereſt of PoueꝝE x in the ſecond civil war, 
When Cæsax was choſen perpetual dictator, he, 
with ſeveral other ſenators, conſpired the death of this 
hero, who was thought to be the tyrant of Rome. 
Being prætor with Cass1us he was one of the firſt who 
deviſed the means of reſcuing the liberties. of Rome 


from that imminent deſtrudtion with w hich they were 
threatened 
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threatened. He was greatly incited to this by Cassrus 
who told him that, from other pretors the people ex- 
petted ſhows andpaſlime but from him, whoſe name 
was a terror to tyrants, they demanded the ruin and ex- 
tinftion of arbitrary power. BzvuTvs became greatly 
diſcompoſed in his thoughts, which cauſed PoxT1a, 
his wife, to enquire the reaſon. With ſome reluc- 
tance he told her the deſign, and made her one of the 
conſpiracy. The ides of March being fixed for the 
perpetration of Cxsar's murder, Baurtus, with Cas- 
$IvUS, LAI, CyrmngR, Czcimus, and others, re- 
paired with daggers under their cloaks to the ſenate, 
where they waited the arrival of C.zsan who was ex- 
petted there on that day. Casar centering the ſenate, 
and being firit wounded by Cas and others, Bau- 
Tus drew forth his dagger, which CsAA no ſooner 
law.than he deſfiſted from defending himiclf, cxclam- 
ing, What! my fon Bxurvs, and thou too?” 
BzxuTu:, however, aidcd th: allailination which end- 


ed the lile of Cusn, aud his tyranny over the Jiber- 


ties 
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ties of Rome. Baurus and Cass next met at Sar- 
dis and reſolved with their armies to attack Arxnuony 
and OcTavivs. They proceeded to Philippi, a city 
between Thrace and Macedomia. Near this place 
were the forces of the new triumvin AnTrony, 
Ocrtavius, and Lzyinus. The armies engaged, 
and Baurus had ſuch ſucceſs over the forces com- 
manded by Oe r Avius that he obliged him to retreat 
to the camp of AxTrroxy, In this battle, Cassius 
fearing that BavTus had loſt the victory, killed him- 
ſelf. The fortune of the day turning againſt Bavrtus, 
this unfortunate hero and patriot fell by the hand of 
his ſlave, whom he deſired to hold his ſword while he 
ruſhed on it for the purpoſe of ending a life oppreſſed 
leſs with his own misſortunes than with the devoted 


fate of his country, 


This infatuated hero, gloried in his anceſtor, Jux1- 
vs Bors, and to imitate him, burnt with the deſire 
of reſtoring Rome to liberty, But, he conſidered not 


the 
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the difference of the times ; that the laws, which can 
eaſily govern a people in their riſe to the ſummit of 
virtue, ought to be enforced with an unuſual power 
when each individual is plunged into the gulph of cor- 
ruption ; and that, equality, which inſures the public 
freedom in a liitle ſlate, only multiplies the number 
of contending tyrants in a vaſt empire. In this enthu- 
ſiaſm, he headed the conſpiracy againſt Cxsar his 
benefator, who perceiving him in the number of his 
murderers, ceaſed to defend his life, proving, that the 
ingratitude of a dear friend 1s an evil worſe than death 
| for a noble and ſenſible heart. A. M. 3968. 


MARCUS 
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MARCUS ANTONIUs. 


Maxcos ANTONIUS being conſul, at the 
time Jutivs CAR was murdered, was extremely 
enraged, at his death, and reſolved with Lzeious, to 
revenge it on his aſſaſſins. The conſul immediately took 
command of a legion. He ordered the will of Czsan 
to be publicly read in order to influence the people 
in the cauſe of Oc rAvius whom Cx3ar left to be 


his heir, He made a funeral oration over the body 
os 
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of Cs in the ſenate and cauſed the people ts 
threaten the moſt exemplary puniſhments on his mur- 
derers, whoſe honſes were moſtly ſet on fire by the 
enraged populace. AnTuony ſoon after being 
more determined to raiſe himſelf than to promote the 
intereſts of Oc ravtus, refuſed him his aſſiſtance. 
He procured the command of the 6 legions that lay in 
Macedonia, where. he detained them under the pre- 
. tence of repelling the Getz who, on Cxsax's death, 
he informed the ſenate, had invaded that province. 
He obtained Macedonia for his brother C. Ax- 
Tox1iuvs, aud Gaul for himſelf. He was, how 
ever, hated by his ſoldiers. But he marched into 
Gaul, from whence he cauſed Dzcimus Revrus, 
who governed it, to depart for Rome, Ile cenſured 
Ocrtavius as the patron of Cxsarx's murderers, 
AnTwony was defcated in a battle near Mutina, 
from whence he fled to Lzsrivvus the triumviri, who 
took poſſeſſion of the world. Ciczrxo declaiming 


againſt AnTuoxy's ambition, Ax ruOxNY proſcribed 


and 


H IS T OR x. 161 


and next cauſed him to be murdered. He, with Oo- 
TAv1ivs obtained a deciſive victory over Bxavtvus and 
Cav, who with an army had retired to Syria. 
AxTuony went to Athens-and from thence paſſed in- 
to Aſia, where all the princes of the eaſt who ac- 
knowledged the Roman power, paid him homage. 
Proceeding to Egypt, he fell in love with Cr zora- 
14, and made himſelf the arbiter of all the conten- 
tions between the ſovereigns of the eaſt, He diſcarded 
his wife Octavia, and married Crzorarxa, and 
declared war againſt Oc r Avius: A battle was 
fought between them, at Adtium, for the empire of 
the world, CsAR had 400 ſhips, and AxTruoxy 
no more than 200. Crroraria flying from the bat- 
tle cauſed AxTroxy to deſert his flandard and to kill 
himſelf, rather than fall into the power of his rival 
Ocravivs. 


Tux great qualities of AxTox1vs made him appear 
a deſerving ſovereign of half the world; but vices - 
L ranked 
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ranked him beneath a brute, He was valiant, elo- 
quent, and liberal; cruel, inſolent, and profligate, 
Cx5az employed and deſpiſed him. As the bene- 
fits beſtowed on him by CsAR had obliged him to 
avenge his death; he boldly undertook it, with hopes of 
making his zeal the firſt ſtep to a grandeur equal to his 
departed guardian; but was ſtopped in his ambitious ca- 
reer by his adopted ſon and nephew Octavivs; who 
forced him to partake the empire with him. He mar- 
ried the beautiful and virtuous Ocravia; but for- 
ſook her for the abandoned Crzorartra, with 
' whom he ſpent his days in exceſs; and for 
whom he flew himſelf, though convinced of her per- 
fidy ; proving to the laſt, how dreadful a madneſs 1s 


vicious love. A. M. gogo. 


OCTAVIA, 


Ig rex. 


OCTAVIA 


WIS the ſiſter of Oc r Avius, and the wife of 
AnTnoxny. She was diſcarded by her huſband as 
a ſacrifice to the vanity of CTTOrAT ARA. Poſſeſſing 
every beauty to charm mankind, and every virtue that 
could adorn her own ſex. She interpoſed between her 
brother and huſband and reſtored them to their forme? 
friendſhip. Thus was a union cemented between 
them for five years longer, which being ended, Ax- 
M 2 
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THony left Octavia and returned to Syria. Her 
generoſity, her mild behaviour, and her love and re- 
ſpect for her huſband incenſed the people againſt An- 
THONY for his ill treatment of a woman of ſuch extra- 
ordinary merit. AxTuoxy having brought CI zora- 
TRA to Athens, ſent orders to Octavia at Rome, 
demanding that ſhe and all her children would leave 
his houſe in that city. Octavia readily obeyed the 
cruel orders, without murmuring. But ſhe could not 
avoid lamenting that ſhe was the cauſe of a war whoſe 
conſequences muſt be fatal to her. When ſhe heard 
her huſband's will, which Ocravius had obtained, 
ſhe bore the re fledtion of its inſulting contents with 
the greateſt temper and fortitude, He had ordered in 
this will that if he died in Rome his body ſhould be 
carried in funeral pamp through the principal places of 
the city, and afterwards ſent to CLEO AT RA, to 
whom, it is ſaid, that if his arms had proſpered, he 
meant to have given Rome. Thus.would the ſeat of 
ths glorious empire have been transferred to Egypt. 
An 
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Ax happy intercourſe of three years had kindled in 


the tender heart of Octavia, a moſt ardent and pure 
flame for her huſband AxTonrvus, to whom ſhe had 
been given by her brother Oe ravius, as a ſacred 
pledge of peace and unity, betwixt theſe two rivals for 
power; when, alas! the artifice of CI rorarra de- 
prived her of the object of her affection. She ſilently 
ſubmitted to her fate; and continued her ſervices to 
every friend of her conſort, even after he had refuſed 
to ſee herin a long journey which ſhe took in ſearch of 
him. She pitied his infatuation when he ſent her a 
divorce, lamented his death as if he had been a juſt 
and tender huſband, and treated the children of her 
rival as her own, giving, to the laſt, a glorious in- 
{tance of the power that true and virtuous love his 
over an heroic foul, A.M. 3920. 
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Vrsanws AGRIPPA was diflingurſhed for ſhar- 
ing with Mzczxas, the friendſhip and confidence of 
Avcusrus. Before this Emperor obtained the go- 
vernment of Rome, Acr1eza was appointed by him 
to the command of the fleet which he had prepared 
againſt young Pour EY. Ac RA firſt conquered, and 
was himſelf afterwards defeated. This ſcene of war 


was in Sicily, where Acne ſoon returned and 
landed 
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landed 21 legions, 2000 horſe, and 5000 light- armed 
men. Agrceable to the propoſal of Pour Ey, the bat- 
tle was fought at ſea, where Ac RIA performing 
moſt glorious afts of ſkill and courage defeated Po x- 
Ey, and ſunk 28 of his veſſels. All the reſt, except 
17 which eſcaped, were either taken or deſtoyed. 
All Poxtzry's land-forces immediately ſurrendered 
themſclves to the power of Octavivs. Pour 
fled to AxTruoxy in Syria, But what renders the 
name of Acxivya ſlill more famous with every lover 
of liberty is, the arguments he uſed to diſſuade 
Ocrtavius, to abandon the thoughts of ſubmitting 
the libertics of Rome to his own authority, Ie aſked 
what advantage reſtoring Rome from its civil wars 
would be, if the citizens were not permitted to enjoy 
thoſe liberties for Which che wars were loft begun. 
To ſhew the danger his ulurping the goverment 
would expoſc himſelf to, he obſervcd that the name of 
ſlavery was fo odious to the Roman diſpoſition, that 
no perſon who attempted to eflgblih it in Rome 
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could be protected from their vengeance, whatever 
might be their virtues, merits, or ſervices. To prove 
this, he reminded him of the.fate of his great father, 
Jutrtuvs. He aſked him if he was defirous to be 
branded as a tyrant, rather than revered, as he 
now was, the ſaviour and protector of the people 
from the carnage of war, and the perpetual contentions 
of domeſtic ſtruggles for liberty againſt the ambitious 
deſigns of oppreſſion. But unhappily for Rome, this 
patriotic advice was rejected, and ſhe had to date from 
this period the loſs of her liberty, greatneſs, and 
exiſtence, 


KF 
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MACENAS, 


HI1S T OR V. 


M xcexas was the friend of Ocravius and the 
patron of HoxAcx and VIA GIII. Contrary to the 
advice of Ac Af rA, he perſuaded Oc rAvius to ac- 
cept of the Roman government. Having thus induc- 
ed him to become the Emperor of Rome, he gave him 
the beſt inſtructions for the welfare of the people, and 
ſecurity of himſelf. He told him, that if che people 
found him modeſt and worthy in his adtions, content 
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with his own riches without oppreſſing the indigent 
to increale his luxuries, and not puniſh others 
while he was himſelf licentious, that he would be 
loved and honoured as the father and preſerver of his 
country. But his chief advice was that he would 
treat his ſubjecis in that manner he deſired to be treated 
when he was himſelf a ſubject. This, he aſſured him, 
would not fail of rendering luis deſigns proſperous, his 
life happy, and his name honourable. By his encou- 
ragement, the age of Aueugrvs became the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed wra for claſſical learning and literary genius. 
Hoxacs, Vircii, and Oviv flouriſhed under his 
auſpices, and received the countenance of AcusTus. 
Not only poetry—but hiſtory attaided its greateſt pei- 
ſection in the Roman language: while Ovip, Ho- 
ACE, and Vigcii, were obtaining immortality by 
their odes, ſativcs, epics, and metamorpholes, Liv 


was attaining his greateſt eminence by hiltory, 


Faiexpsntio, till more than fortune, gave the em- 
pire 
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pire to Ocravivs, and encircled his head with the 
wreath of glory; for, Ac a A won hig battles, and 
Mxzczxas preſided over his councils. As the under- 
flanding of Ocravies was better than his heart, he 
eagerly purſued the way M.xczxas pointed out as the 
ſureſt for recovering an honourable fame, and eraſing 
the remembrance of his paſt cruelties. He conſe- 
guently encouraged learning, and as Mxczxas was 
the channel through which his favors overflowed on 
merit, Mæ ce as alſo directed the return of gratitude, 
Beneath the dew of his munificence, the brighteſt 
flowers of poetry bloſſomed ; the fields of eloquence 
were reſtored to their verdant hue, and the fruits of 
philoſophy ripened to maturity. A crowd of rare 
genius illuſtrated his reign ; the moſt excellent per- 
formances promiſed him a favourable judgment from 
poſterity, and incited him to deſerve it, 


OCTAVIUS, 
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Oer AVIUS, ſurnamed Aucusrus, being fon ta 
Jurrus CæsAx, declared himſelf his heir. Quar- 
relling after with Maxx AN TONY, he marched and 
defeated him. He next differed with the ſenate which 
cauſed him to join with Ax TONY and Lrripus in 
the ſecond triumvirate, Aſſiſted by Ax ru, he 
overthrew BRVrus and Cassius in Syria. Aﬀecr their 
":ath he exerciſed great cruelties. Ile next com- 

menced 
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menced a war, in which he was ſucceſsful againſt Lu- 
ciusAxToxivs and with young Pomrey. He married 
Livia, who was then pregnant and the wife of T1- 
BER1US., He was no ſooner choſen perpetual tribune 
than he again quarrelled with Ax rhONx, againſt 
whom he proclaimed war, and was defeated at Actium. 
After the battle he viſited Cuzorartra, whom he 
treated with the greateſt kindneſs. Having reduced 
Egypt, he ſhut the temple of JAN us. Being deſirous 
of poſſeſſing the whole government of Rome, he con- 
ſalted his two friends, Acarirra and Macexas up- 
on the deſign. Acxirea diſſuaded him from accept- 
ing of ſuch a power; but Mxcexas urged him to 
receive the government. Being thus reſolved, he 
made himſelf the firſt Emperor of Rome; and. eſta. 
bliſhed the moſt excellent ordinances for his own ſtabi. 
lity and the people's welfare. Having ended do- 
meſtic wars by aſſuming that power which was their 
incentive, he proceeded to the cultivation of all the 
bleſſings of peace, Arts, ſciences, and literature, ſo 

much 
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much adorned the period of his goverment, that his 
life is juſtly diſtinguiſhed in the annals of literature by 
the celebrated title of The Auguſtan age. 


Hv. given a conciſe biography of the Ro- 
mans from their firſt eſtabliſhment until Aucustus 
finally founded the empire; we think it neceſſary to 
add as brief a detail as poſſible of the Roman Emperors, 
In this appendage to our hiſtory, we ſhall only relate 
thoſe actions which tended to extend or contract the 
power of Rome, in church and ſtate, under the lofi 
revolution of its government. 


TIBERIUS, 
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TIBERIUS III, Euro. 


Hr was the ſon of LI VIA and TrarRIU NERO. 
He came to the empire when he was 33 years old. A. 
R. 734, and A. D. 14. His chief talent was diſſimu- 
lation, and he was univerſally hated and deſpiſed for 
bis pride, cruelty, avarice, and debauchery. Dread- 
ing Gzzmanicus, ſon of his brother Dzvsvus, he 
ſent him into the eaſt againſt the Parthians, and order- 
ed Piso, governor of Syria, to poiſon him; which 

was 
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was done, A. R. 772. His mother Liv 1A being dead, 
he poiſoned his own fon, Davsvs Cx$ar, and ſtarv- 
ed NzsO and Daveus, the ſons of Gramanicus. 
He was mſbgated to theſe cruclties hy his vicious 
and worthleſs favourite, Szjanus, who was after- 
wards deſervedly hung by the common hangman. In 
the cighteenth year of his reign Jesus CurioT was 
crucified, Having ſubdued many German nations, 
and added Galatia and Cappadocia to the empire. 
T:inza1rve died in the 77th year of his age, after a. 
reign of. 22 years and 6 months. 


CALIGULA, 


HIS TOR V. 


CALIGUL A, IVth Emrzrzor. 


Cavs CALIGULA was the ſon of Gzzmanie 
cvs and Acxirrixa, and nephew to Tiszglus. 
Being born in a camp and educated among the ſol- 
diers, he was called Caticura from his wearing, 
like the Roman ſoldiers, little boots, which were 
called in latin Caligæ. He came to the empire at 20 
years of age, amidſt the joys and congratulations of 
the people, who ſeemed to have the greateſt confi- 
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dence in the promiſe of his apparent virtues. But he 
ſoon diſappointed their hopes by his cruelty, and abo- 
minable exceſſes. He filled Rome with the blood of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed in the empire, and even abuſed his 
own ſiſters. He wiſhed that the people of Rome had 
but one head that he might have the pleaſure of de- 
ſlroying it at a ſtroke. He built a temple to the me- 
mory of his ſiſter Dx usr LA, and put to death thoſe 
who lamented not her deceaſe : he ſaid they firſt de- 
ſerved it from their envying her happy ſtate among the 
gods—and the other, for not bewailing the loſs of ſo 
amiable a princeſs. He declared his horſe conſul in 
full ſenate, rode over the ſea from Naples to Baiæ, a 
diſtance of four miles, by the means of a bridge of 
gallies which he cauſed to be placed between theſe 
places for the purpoſe, and ordered thoſe who came to 
{ce him perform this feat, to be thrown into the ſea 
after he had moſt magnificently fealted them. Having 
reigned 3 years, 10 months, and 8 days, he was killed 


by Cass1us and Sas. A. R. 781. and A. D. 41. 
CLAUDIUS, 


CLAUDIUS, Vth Eurz Rox. 


Cravows, ſon of Davsvs, began to reign A. 
R. 781. A. D. 41. He was proclaimed Emperor by 
the ſoldiers who found him in the ſenate, where he 
had retired for ſafety, and where they had gone for 
plunder, He was virtuon*—but ſpiritlefs and impru- 
dent, Ile was unfortunately married to that monſter 
of a woman, Mzs5atina. Ciauvius, not being 
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able to endure her vile conduct, cauſed her, and 
one of her favourite gallants, Carus Sitrvus, to 
be facrificed to his vengeance. He next married 
Acrirrina, Who eſtabliſhed the Roman colony 
upon the Rhine in Germany, which is now called 
Cologn. Craupius was poiſoned by this wife 
to render the throne vacant for her ſon. But he was 
cured by his phyſician. Having reigned 13 years, 8 
months, and 20 days, he died A. R. 794. and A. D. 
54. He added to the Roman Empire Britain and 
Mauratiana, 


a 


NERO, 
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N FE RO, VIth Emrztrosn. 


Tins Emperor was the ſon of DouIT IAN KENO. 
daR RUS and AcRITTIRA. He come to the empire at 
i6 years old, and was tutored by Sr N and governs 
ed by Bonnus. His firſt att of cruelty was the mur- 
der of Ba1ranxicus and his mother. Having taken 
the wiſe of OrTno, he repudiated and put to death 
Octavia, and killed the above mentioned wife of 
Oruo. A conſpiracy was formed againſt him in order 
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to relieve Rome from his cruelty and tyranny, Find- 
ing Lucox and SEN EA among the conſpirators, he 
cauſed them to be put to death. But the action 
which has chiefly reprobated his memory, is, having 
cauſed Rome to be ſet on fire in every part, that he 
might enjoy the ſight of this deſtructive conflagration, 
which he did from the tower of Mxcexas. To gra- 
tify his inveterate hatred of the chriſtians, he accuſed 
them of this deed, and caufed numbers of them to be 
executed for the crime which he had himſelf commit- 
ted. Gaul revolted againſt him, and Garza being 
declared Emperor, Nx xo retired to a cave, and cauſed 
his freed-man, Erarnzopitus, to murder him with 
his poniard, in the giſt year of his age, and the 14th 
of his reign, NzRxO was the laſt of the Auguſtan 
race. He was ſlain A. R. 808. and A. D. 68. 


ALBA, 
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G AL B A, VIIh Emrgtnron. 


Grains, although choſen Emperor by the Roman 
army, ſoon loſt it by his ſeverity. He was no ſooner 
arrived at Rome than he heard ViresrLLivs, governor 
of Germany, was proclaimed Emperor. To prevent the 
poſſibility of ViTzLL1vs even ſucceeding him, he 
adopted Piso as his heir to the empire, This of- 
fending Or no, his moſt intimate friend, the prætori- 
an bands were raiſed againſt him. Theſe forces pro- 
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claimed Orno Emperor, and immediately defeated, 
dethroned, and beheaded Garza. Having preſented 
the head to Orno, they next treated P1so in the 
ſame manner. Garza was killed in the 72 year of 
his age, A. R. 809. and A. D. 69. having reigned 
only 6 months and 7 days. 
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O THO, VIIIch EurEROR. 


Orno wasdiſtinguiſhed for his baſeneſs of principle 
and prafticies. To win the favor of Nzzo, he ſurren- 
dered to him his wife. He was defeatcd at the battle of 
Bebriacum, byVitz1 1 us, governor of Germany. be- 
ſpairing of retaining the empire, he burnt thoſe letters 
which were dangerous to his friends, and immediately 
murdered himſelf, in the g8 year of his age, and the 
zd month of his reign. A. R. 809, and A. D. 69. 
He was of low ſtature, crooked legged, and featured 
much like Nzxo. 


186 R O MAN 


Tur reign of this Emperor was diſtinguiſhed by his 
ſquandering the money he found in the treaſury, his 
continual drunkenneſs, his baniſhment of the ſooth- 
ſayers, and his retreating back to Rome when afraid 
to encounter Vzsras1an, who was endeavouring to 
rival him in the poſſeſſion of the Roman Empire. Be- 
ing come to Rome, he agreed to ſurrender the govern- 


ment to Vzsrasian, In this conteſt the capitol was 
entircly 
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entirely burnt, as it before had been in the diſpute of 
Sy and Manitvs. Vir EI I ius, however, had 
the misfortune to be taken by the captains of Vesea- 
s1Ax's army, who dragged him very 1gnominouſly 
through the city, cut his throat, and caſt him into the 
Tiber. This happened in the 57th year of his age, 
after he had reigned only 8 months and five days, A. 
R. 809. and A. D. 69. 


VESPASIAN, 
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VESPASIAN, Xth Emrzros. 


Tuns Emperor was crowned after the death of Na- 
xo who ſent him to conquer Judea, He ſubverted 
entirely the commonwealth of the Jews, and made 
Achaia, Lycia, Rhodes, Samos, Thrace, and Syria 


| Comagene, Roman provinces. In this he was conſi- 
derably aſſiſted by the valour and abilities of his ſon, 
Tirus. He governed his ſubjefts with great juſtice 
and alfability, He laid the foundation of the temple 

of 
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of Peace, and begun the noble amphitheatre which 
AvucusTtus had been ſo deſirous oi crecting. In the 
ſiege of Jeruſalem, which was entircly deſtroyed by 
Trrus, 1,100,000 perſons is ſaid to have periſhed by 
famine. He died in the 69th year of his age, and in 
the 11th year of his reign, A. R. 819. and A. D. 79. 
Such was his diſpoſition to tax the people as to have 
cauſed him to levy one on urine. 


TITUS, 
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TITUS, XI Wh Exo, 


W is the ſon of V=sras1aw, and being crowned 
treated his ſubjects with ſo much clemency that he was 
called the love and delight of mankind. He pardoned 
thoſe who conſpired againſt him. Among theſe was 
his brother, Douiriax, whom he not only forgave 
— but appointed him his ſucceſſor. He never refuſed 
what was requelted of him, and ſaid that a prince ſhould 


never ſend any of his ſubjects away from his preſence ſad 
or 
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vr diſappointed. Recollecting one night at a feaſt that 
he had ſerved no perſon that day, he exclaimed, *f My 
friends, I have loſt a day.” In his reign, Veſuvius 
diſcharged aſhes that were thrown as far as Aﬀric_ 

S{yria, and Egypt; when Prix the Elder being 4 
firous to ſec this terrific ſpectacle, was deſtroyed with 
ſgveral cities by the flames and lava that iſſued from 
the volcano. When he was on his death bed, occa- 
ſioned by poiſon which his brother had given him, he 
ſaid he only repented of one action of his life. Not 
expreſſing what this was, ſome imagined it was the 
forgiveneſs of DouiriAx, who had ſo ill requited 
his fraternal lenity and magnanimity of foul. He died 
in the 42d year of his age, the third of his reign. A. 
R. 821. and A. D. 81. 


DOMITIAN, 
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DOMIT IAN, XIIch Eur ERROR. 


W as the ſon of Vesrasran, and younger bro- 
they of Titus. He was one of the moſt infamous 
monſters that ever nature formed. He exceeded Nx- 
no in cruelty, avarice, and incontinence, He ſpent 
whole days in his cloſet catching and killing flies, 
Although he was ſo much addicted to pleaſure and in- 
dolence, yet he triumphed thrice over the Daci and 


Caui. Such was his extreme vanity that he cauſcd 
| | himſelf 
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himſelf to be adored as a divinity- To terrify ſome of 
the Roman nobility, he invited them to a feaſt, where 
they no ſooner arrived than they found themſelves in 


a diſmal hall hung with black, and only light ſufficient / 


to perceive coffins for each of them labelled with their 
names. It being his cuſtom to write down the names 
of thoſe he had devoted to deſtruftion in his table. 
book, and Douir 14 his wife, finding hers inſerted 
with Noxzanus, Perxonivs, and STErnanus, 
concerted with theſe perſons how to ſave herſelf and 
them from the deſtruction with which they were threat- 
ened. The conſequence was that Douir iA was 
ſlabbed by Srzenanus in his cloſet, where the mur- 
derer was himſelf killed by the guards who came to 
the aſſiſtance of DowrtTian, Domt:tTian began the 
Second perſecution of the Chriſtians. IIe is ſaid to 
have baniſhed St. John into the Iſle of Patmos. But 
others more probably a!ledge this att to Nero. Do- 
MiTIan was ſlain in the 44th year of his age, and the 
1Oth of his reign. A. R. 836. and A. D. 96. 

| O NERVA, 
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NERVA, XIIIth Exrzzon. 


Tims Emperor could boaſt of nobility but not be- 
ing a Roman; for he was born at Nami a city in Um- 
bria. He was an excellent prince, and cancelled the 
edifts of his predeceſſor. He reſtored all the poſſeſ- 
fions to the proprietors who had been plundered by 
Domitian, and recalled the baniſhed to their own 
country. Among theſe is ſaid to have been St. Jou x, 
the Evangeliſt. Agreeable to oath, he pardoned the 
{ſenators who had conſpired againſt him, and died in 
the 66th year of his age of a fever cauſed by a violent 
paſſion, after he had reigned 1 year, 4 months, and 
11 days. A. R. 838. and A. D. 98. 
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T RAJ AN, XIVth Eurz kon, 


W AS a Sparuard and adopted by Nexva. He 


made Dacia a Roman Province, carried the Roman 
Eag'® 
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Eagle beyond the Euphrates, ſubdued Armenia, Me- 
ſopotamia, and Affyria; and raiſed the third perſecu- 
tion of the Chriſtians. He was a great general, ſweet 
tempered, merciful, and prudent. He died at Seli- 
nus, in Cilicia, in the 6gd year of his age and 11th! of 
his reign, A. R. 857. and A. D. 117. 


ADRIAN, XVth Eurzzox, 


SuccetpinG to the empire, continued the 
Chriſhan perſecution, He was a Spaniard and adopted 
by Tzajaxn. His moſt diſtinguiſhed actions were the 
extermination of the Jewiſh nation, cauſing the me- 
morable Pict's wall to be built in Britain, giving a 
king to the Germans, freeing the Armenians from the 
Roman power, and erecting a magnificent ſepulchre 
to the memory of Pomezy., Being 73 years old, he 
died of an immoderate bleeding in the 24th year of his 
reign. A. R. 878. and A. D. 138. 


O 2 ANTONIUS- 


ANTONIUS PIUS, XVich Emrzxos, 


| W as a Gaul, and was ſurnamed Pius for his 
virtue and clemency. He ſaid that he would rather 
ſave one Roman citizen than kill a thouſand enemies, 
Such was his character that the Indians and Hyrcani- 
ans choſe him their arbitrator. He died in the 76th 


year of his age and the 23rd of his reign. A. R. 901 
and A. D. 161. 
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MARCUS AURELIUS axnDpd LUCIUS VERUS. 
| XVIIth Eurtxoxs. 


Tursx were brothers and enjoyed the empire to- 
gether. By the valour of VE «us, the Parthians were 
ſubdued. Vexrus having triumphed for this victory, 
commenced a war againſt the Marcomanni, and died 


ſoon after of an apoplexy. Avuraiivs having fſub- 
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dued the Marcomanni and their allies, and marching 
againfl the Quadi, he cut all their army to pieces. 
Being relieved in this action from an extreme drought 
by the prayers of a legion compoſed entirely of 
Chriſtians, he deſiſted from the perſecution of their 
church. He died in Hungary in the 61ſt year of his 


age and the goth of his reign, A. R. 920. and A. 
D. 180. 
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COMM O DUS, XVIIlth Exrz zo, 


W as the ſon of Auzt1.1vs whom he ſucceeded, 
He was equally remarkable for his vice and beauty, 
and is ſaid to have ordered to be looſed upon him a 
hundred lions which he killed by his activity and 
excellence in archery. He cauſed his fiſter to be put 
to death as a traitor, and was himſelf poiſoned by his 
concubine Maxc1a, in the gilt year of his age, and 
the 13th of his reign. A. R. 933- and A. D. 199. 

0 4A PERTINAX, 


* ow 


ROM A N 


PERTINA X, XIXth Emyzxron, 


WIS a Ligurian, (a Genoeſe) of mean deſcent, 
Being reputed to the government, he at firſt refuſed the 
honor. Notwithſtanding his charaQter was exceedingly 
modeſt, affable, diſcreet, and valiant, he was aſſaſſi- 
nated by his ſoldiers 3 months only after he had been 
proclaimed Emperor. A. R. 933. and A. D. 193. 


—— — 
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JUL1A N, XXth Eurzzon, 


Bovcur the empire of the ſoldiery. He was 
grandſon to the famous lawyer of that name. Being 
oppoſed by Szverus who was his competitor in the 
purchaſe of Rome, he offcred to reſign the throne on 
condition that his life and liberty might be ſpared, 
He was murdered by his ſoldiers in the 36th of his age 


and the gd month of his reign, A. R. 933. A. D. 193. 
SEVERUS 
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S EVER US, XXIR Emrtron, 


Took curphon from the Parthians, ſubdued the 
province of Ofrocne, and began the zth perſecution. 
He was by birth an African. He defeated and flew 
his two rivals, Astros and Niczs, and afterwards 
ſhared the empire with his two ſons, Caracaltria 
and Gzra. He died at York in the 67th year of 
his age, and the 2d of his reign. A. R. 951. A. D. 
211, His character was cruelty and perſidy. 


— 
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CARACALLAand GETA. XXIId EmrgEronrt, 


Succkrbrp to che Empire while they were in 
Britain with their father. Ga rA was lain in the pre- 
ſence of his mother, by his brother. Beſide this fra- 
tricide, Ca AAL LUA ordered two thouſand perſons 
to be executed for eſpouſing the cauſe of GEHA. He 
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is faid to have married his mother and to have fancied 
himſelf a ſecond Al EXTAM DER the GAZAT. After 


a. tyrannous reign of 6 years, 2 months, and 3 days, 
ke was flabbed. A. R. 957. A. D. 217. 


MACRINUS AND. us SON, XXIIId. EMrERORS: 


Maczmos was a Moor and of low birth. He 
was, however, Prefettus Prætoris, when he was pro- 
claimed Emperor. Having concluded a peace with 
the Parthians, he divided his army into two parts 
which cauſed his ruin; for the ſoldiers compoling 
one of the diviſions, choſe Hzt1ocanurtus, their 
Emperor, who immediately attacked the other diviſion 
commanded by Macxinus. The conſequence was 
the defeat and ſlaughter of Maczxinvs and his Son, 
D:iavamenus in the 24 year of their reigns, A. R. 
989- A. D. 219. 


HELIO- 
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HE LIOGABU LUS. XXIVth Emrzron, 


This Emperor was the fon of CaRACAL TIA. 


He derived his name, from commanding that the 
Romans ſhould adore the Sun only. He was a pro- 
digy of proſaneneſs and debauchery, and ordered his 
wife to beat him when ſhe found him guilty of ex- 
eeſſes, which order {he very dutifully and religiouſly 
oblerved, He eflabliſhed a ſenate of women of whom 
he deputed his mother prefident. Hr LOG sAULUSs 
was killed by his guards in the 23d of his age, and 
the 4th of his reign. A. R. 902 A. D. 229. 


ALEXANDER, XXVth Eurz zo, 


I; acknowledged to have been one of the greateſt 
princes that ever diflinguiſhed themſelves in either 


peace 
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peace or war. His chief cate was to adminiſter uni- 
verſal juſtice and to baniſh all buffoons and ſyco- 
phants from his court. He prohibited the ſales of 
offices and is ſaid to have ſecretly honoured JESU. 
Carrsr. Having defeated the Perſians and ſubdued 
the Africans in Mauritania, he was lain by his ſoldiers 
at Mentz in the goth of his age and the 14th of 
his reign, A. R. 975. A. D. 233. 


MAXIMIN AN p ulis SON, XXVIth EmrezroRs. 


MaxiuIx was the ſon of an obſcure ſhep- 
herd in Thrace. Being proclaimed Emperor by the 
army, to deter them from conſpiracies, he cauſed 
many to be moſt wantonly and cruelly executed. 
The ſenate declared him an enemy to the ſlate. He 
and his Son were ſoon afterwards ſlain by their ſol- 
diers in their tents. They reigned 2 years and ſome 


months, A. R. 378. A. D. 238. 


BALBINUS 
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BALBINUS amp PUPIENUS, XXVIIth Emrzrons, 


Wee proclaimed by the ſenate. They reigned 
near ten months when they were killed by their 
ſoldiers for having conſpired againſt Gorviaxus, 
whom they had adopted their ſucceſſor as the con- 
dition of their own proclamation, A. R. 978. A. 
D. 238. 


ä 


— 


G ORDIANU S, XXVIIIh Emwrzror, 


W as ſon to the Governor of Africa and came to 
the Empire at 17 years old. He opened the tem- 
ple of Jaxus and marched againſt the Perſians who 
then threatened Italy. In this war, he retook Carre, 
Niſſibus, and ſome other Cities. He was dethroned 
and murdered by Paitir, the Arabian, in the 2ſt 
of his age, the 4th of his reign. A. R. 982. A. D. 
342. 
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PHILIP and nis SON, XXIXth Eur zzoxs. 


P HILIP was an Arabian, Having admitted his ſon 
to the participation of the Empire, he perſuaded the 
ſenate that Go R DIAN s dicd a natural death, in order 
to obtain their ſanflion for the choice his army had 
made of him as their Emperor. He wid his fon, how- 
ever, reigned only 5 years and fome monihs, when 
the firſt was murdered in a ſedition at Verona. and the 
latter in another which happened at Rome. A. R. 
989. A. D. 249. 


— 
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DEC IU S. XXXth Eurzz ox, 


W as only a ſenator, and was choſen Emperor by 
thoſc who had raiſed the ſedition againſt Purrtie, 
He began the ſeventh perſecution of the Chriſtians, 
whom he tortured and executed with the barbarity of 

a 
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a monſter, Commencing a war againſt the Goths, his 
ſon was ſlain in the battle, and himſelf loſt in a marſh, 
in the 4th year of his reign. A. R. 991. A. D. 251. 


—̃ 0d - — — - - — - —»— _- -- my . — ——̃v—v— L—é— — 


5 a a - — 


GULLUS axv VOLUSIANUS, n1s 0, 
XXXIRt EmyzRoRs. 


Gus was licutenant to Decius, at whoſe 
death he was proclaimed Emperor, which he got rati- 
fied by the ſenate. He not only aſſociated his ſon 
with him in the government—but adopted the ſon af 
Dzctvs as his ſucceſſor, Having reigned 2 years and 
4 months, Gutrus and his ſon were both murdered 
by their army for cowardice. A. R. 994. A. D. 254. 


_ 


AMILIANUS, XXXIId Emrxzros, 


He was a Moor, and being governor of Pannonia, 
he was proclaimed Emperor by the army who had 
murdered his predeceſſors. He wes choſen 'becauſe 

be 
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he had made an inroad into the Roman territories, 
He, however had only reigned g months when he was 
ſlain by the ſame ſoldiers who had before proclaimed 


bim. A. R. 994. A. D. 254. 


* 
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VALERIANUS, XXXIIId Exrz zo. 


P OSSESSED che greateſt qualities as a prince altho'he 
was fo unſucceſsful a general as to looſe every battle 
he ſonght. He ſhared the empire with his ſon, and 
raifed that perſecution againſt the Chrittians in which 
St. LAWAENCE was burnt upon a gridiron. In his 
reign the Roman Empire was greatly ravaged by the 
barbarians, Being taken by Szrors, king of Perſia, 
he was made a footitool to mount his throne. He 
reigned 6 or 7 ycars and dicd A. R, 999. A. D. 250. 


—— 
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GELLIENUS, XXXIVth Eurzzon, 


Sox of VaLerianus, ſucceeding ſolely to the 
Empire, all the governors of the Roman pro- 


— 
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vinces declared themſelves Emperors. This oppoſi- 
tion to his power was quelled by the heroiſm of 
Oozxarus, king of Palmyra, who was afterwards 
admitted to ſhare the government with Gar tizxvus. 
— Opexarvus and his fon, Hzerxop, being murdered, 
Zz xvOBIA ſhared the government and perforned the 
moſt glorious actions againſt the Perſians, Arabianss 
Scythians, and Armenians. Gar 1i1envs being inca- 
capable of governing the people, they choſe Ci aunus 
and aſſaſſinated him near Milan after he had reigned 
8 years. A. R. 1008. A. D. 268. 


CLAUDIU S, XXXVth Emrezros. 


Hz was one of the greateſt and moſt accompliſhed 
princes of his time. CAD marched againſt an 
army conſiſting of goo, ooo Goths, whom he van- 
quiſhed and ſunk 2000 of their ſhips. From this me- 
morable action, he was ſurnamed GoTurcus, Having 
reigned 2 years, he died of the plague. A. R. 1010. 
A. D. gro- 
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QUINTILLUS XXXVIth Eurzzox. 


DOUCCEEDED his father Cravprius being pro- 
claimed by the army. But 15 days after he was killed 
in a mutiny by the ſame ſoldiers who had before choſen 


him. This happened A. R. 1010. A. D. 270. 


6 1l!lnꝛ --- — — — — — 
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AURE LIAN US, XXXVIIch Exeo. 


H E was a Pannonian of mean birth, which he en- 
nobled by his extreme generoſity, His cruelty not- 
withſtanding conſiderably ſullied his character. Ihe 
diadem was firſt worn by him in Rome. He reſtored 
again the ancient diſcipline, expelled the 1nvaders of 
the Empire, recovered Egypt and all Aſia, and extend- 
ed the Roman territories to their former limits, The 
Chriſtians were grizvouſly perſecuted by him. Having 
reigned 5 years, he was aſſaſſinated at the inſtigation 
of Mnzsuzus his freed-man and ſecretary. A. K. 
i015. A. D. 275. 


r Y. 
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TACITUS, XXXVIllth Eurzzox. 


'I'ms Emperor was, after an interregnum of 8 
months, elected by the ſenate. He was a deſcendart 
from Tacirvs the hiſtorian, and was 570 years old 
when he came to the 2c”ernment. Six months after He 
died of a fever cauſcd by the fatigue of proſecuting a 
war againſt the Scythiars. His character was remark- 
ably ammble and temperate, A. R. 1015. A. D. 273. 


on 


FLORIANTU-S, XXXIXh Euracom, 


SucceeneD his brother Tacitres. But two 
months after he bled himſelf to death in conſequence 
of perceiving that Provus was choſen Emperor by the 
greateſt part of his army, A. R. 1016. A. D. 276. 


— — —— — — 
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P ROB US, XLIn EurE RO, 


; ſaid to have been the ſon of one Ma xIMIT IAN. 
a clone in the army, Being himſelf governor of 
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Syria he was choſen Emperor by the ſoldiery. He de- 
feated the Germans and reduced the greateſt part of 
their country to a Roman province, He conſtrained 
the Perſians to ſue for peace. But marching through 
Illyrium, he was ſlain at Sirmium by the ſoldiers in the 
7th year of his reign. A. R. 1022. A., D. 282. 


= \ 
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CARUS, XII. Exrzzon, 


No ſooner came to che Empire than he admitted 
his two ſons, Carixus and Nun RAA NUs to parti— 
cipate with him in its government, He ſent Cart- 
nus againſt the Franks, and went with Numtrtianus 
againſt the Perſians. Having taken Meſopotamia, and 
being deſirous to extend his conqueſts beyond Ctcli- 
phon, he was found dead in his tent after a terrible 
tempeſt, They attributed his fate to attempting what 
had been forbidden by the oracle, which warned the 
Romans not to extend their territories beyond this 


capital of the Perſians. 
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NUM ERIAN Us, XLIId Exrz non,; 


SucckkpEp his father, whoſe deceaſe he ſo la- 
mented that the loſs of tears ſo weakened his eye- ſight 
as to render him incapable of bearing the light. Be- 
ing obliged, conſequently, to be carried in a litter, 
his father-in-law, Ar ER, cauſed him to be murdered 
while he was conveyed in one on ſome public buſineſs. 
The murder being diſcovered by the putrid ſmell of the 
corple, Ar ER was inſtantly put to death by Dioct x+ 


SIAN, a principal officer in the army, A. R. 1022. 
A. D. 282. 


__— T— 
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c ARIN Us, XIIIId. EurZ Ron, 


Socckkbrn his brother. Being in Gaul at the 
time, and hearing that Dioacresian was choſen by 
the army, he met him at Mzſia, a province of Alia 
Minor. Although he vanquiſhed his rival he was 
kimfclf ſlain as he was purſuiug the enemy, by a colo- 
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nel in his own army for having diſhonoured him with 
his wife. A. R. 1024. A. D. 284. 
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DIOCLESIAN and MAXIMIAN, XLIVth Eurs. 


Turr had continual wars againſt the Perſians, and 
raiſed the tenth perſecution of the Chriſtians. A. D. 
295. In this, St. IR OA aſſerts 5ooo were ſlain for 
every day in the year, except the firſt of Jan. They af- 
terwards reſigned the Empire, and lived privately at 
Calona, after reigning 20 years. A. R. 1044. A. D. 304. 


GALERIUS XN D CONSTANTIUS, XLVth Emrs, 


Consr ANTIUS took for his ſhare Britain and 
Gaul, while Gal ER poſſeſſed himſelf of the reſt 
of the Empire, ConsTanTius was of a mild and 
merciful diſpoſition, and Gals entirely the con- 
trary. The latter was devoured alive by worms, and 
died in that lamentable ſituation. CoxsrAN Tri- 

vs 
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es died at York in the arms of his ſon, CoxsrAxn- 
TINE, in the gd year of his reign. A. R. 1046. A. 
D. 306. 


CONSTANTINE TAN GREAT, XLVI. EàxzIROR. 


Hr was the firſt Emperor of Rome ho eſpouſed and 
embraced Chriſtianity, While he was ſaluted Emper- 
or in Britain, he heard MaxzxnT1us was choſen by 
the Pratorian ſoldiers at Rome. Being penſive upon 
theſe diſtractions, he caſt his eyes towards Heaven 
and is ſaid to have ſeen the form of a croſs on which 
was written in greek. In TuISs conquer,” The 
next night our Saviour appcared to him in a viſion, 
and commanded him to bear that figure on his lan- 
dard and he ſhould conquer his enemies. This he 
performed, and, being victorious againſt Max Ex- 
Tivus, he not only favoured the. Chriſtians, but be- 
came himſelf a very ſincere and zealous profeſſor of 
' their tenets, But as human happineſs can never be 

without 
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without alloy, he was rendered very unhappy by the 
baſe infidelity of his wife, Favs TA, who conceived a 
violent paſſion for his ſon, by a former wife. The 
youth not liſtening to her entreatics fell a ſacrifice to 
her malice, which was ſo great as falſely to accuſe him 
of having aſſailed her virtue. The conſequence was 
his being ſentenced to die by his father and executed 
by his order, ConsranTins being aſſured ſoon after 
that his fon was innocent, cauſed his Empreſs to be 
put to death. During his reign he enriched and adorn- 
ed Conſtantinople, which was before called Byzan- 
tum, conquered the Samaritans in ſeveral parts of his 
Empire, and ſummoned the Chriſtian biſhops at Nice, 
a city in Bithynia, where they made Ax1vs recant his 
impious doctrine, and compiled the Nicene Creed. 
His mother, HZ LENA, is reported to have found the 
real croſs on which Cuts actually ſuffered. When 
be died he left the Empire to be divided among his 
three ſons, Co xs TAX TIN E, ConsTANTs, and Co x- 
STANTIUs, ConsTANTINE Was in his character mo- 
deſt, ſincere, and valiant, He died A. R. 1077. A. 
D. 337. Tas 
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Tus ſeat of the Roman Empire being, thus, tranſ- 
ferred to Conſtantinople, and the Emperors becoming 
chiefly Chriſtians, it was afterwards governed by a ſuc- 
ceſſion of Emperors conſiſting of fifteen in number, 
until Aucus ru uus its laſt Emperor, was conquered by 
Ovoaczr, king of the Heruli and Turingians. A. D. 
473. From this period Italy was ſucceſſively governed 
by the Goths, Lombards, French, Italians, and Ger- 
mans, when it became divided into the following 
petty ſtates : | 

The Kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia. 

——— Land, or Matrimony of the Church. 

—-— Dukedoms of Urbin and Tuſcany. 

—— Commonw:alths of Venice, Genoa, and Lucca. 

—— Eſtates of Lombardy, which were divided into 
the dukedoms of Milan, Mantua, Modena, Parma, and 
Montfenal, and the Principality of Piedmont, 


a. — — 
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Ax EXE is a ſhort explanation of the Roman 
Currency ; ſpecifying the value in Engliſh Sterling. 
Luzia money was braſs without any impreſſion, 
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until S vtus Tur tis ſlamped the xs with the image 
of ſmall cattle. It had afterwards the beak of a ſhip on 
one fide and Jawvs on the reverſe. The eight braſs 
coins were as follow : 

1. Es which was equal to a halfpenny farthing. 

2. Semis, equal in value to a farthing and a half. 

. Triens, was only in value a farching. 

. Quadrans, equal to half a farthing and a quarter, 
. Sextans, equal to half a farthing. 

. Unica, equal to quarter of a farthing. 

Semuncia, equal to the eighth part of a farthing. 
. Sextula, equal to the 24th part of a farthing, 

Tue lilver coin conſiſted of a Demius, equal to ſe— 
ven- pence halfpenny ; Quinarius half the value; Seſ- 
ertius, quarter the value, Obolus 6th of the value; La- 
bella equal to the As ; Sembella 2oth of a Denrius ; 
and Teruncius which was equal to a Quadras. Beſide 
theſe they had ſums by which they eſtimated their pro. 
perty. Theſe conſiſted of the Seftortium, value 71, 165. 
3d. Libra, or Pondo, 21. Talcnum, 1151. 10% ad 
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Sportula, 18. 6d. 3 farchings. 
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